
AMERICANS MOVE WEST 



Treaty of Paris (1783) � established the Mississippi as the 
western border of the U.S 



NORTH AMERICA IN 1800



How did this country 
grow from 13 
colonies to a nation 

of 50 states?



QUICK WRITE #2

Describe this painting. What do you think the 

painter is trying to say with his painting? Look for symbolism!

The Great American Progress (circa 1872)



In 1845, journalist John L. 
O’Sullivan wrote, “It was the 
nation's manifest destiny to 
overspread and to possess 
the whole of the continent 
which Providence has given 
us for the development of 
the great experiment of 
liberty and federated self-
government entrusted to 
us.” 

Belief that the United 
States was destined to 
expand and control the 
North American continent

Often used to justify
territorial expansion

MANIFEST 

DESTINY



THE PROGRESSION OF U.S. EXPANSION



PPT NOTES: TERRITORIAL EXPANSION

Louisiana Territory Jefferson tried to win Senate 
support circulating reports that 
there was a huge mountain of pure 
white salt somewhere in the 
Louisiana Territory.



LOUISIANA PURCHASE

Purchased from France in 
1803

Purchase price: 
$15,000,000 (three cents 
per acre)

Doubled the size of the 
U.S. to that point 
(800,000 more square 
miles)

Gave the U.S. complete 
control of the Mississippi 
River





LOUIS AND CLARK

On May 14, 1804, Lewis and 
Meriwether and their crew of 41 left 
St. Louis, MO to search for a water 
route to the Pacific Ocean.

They were also to convey to Native 
Americans that their territory now 
belonged to leaders in Washington.

Their expedition withered in 
Oregon. On Sept 23, 1806, they 
returned to St. Louis. In those two 
years, they traveled nearly 8,000 
miles.



HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=ZL1JGUW6B7Q



How were Native Americans 
impacted as a result of  

expansion?





GREAT PLAINS INDIAN GROUPS AT THE 
TIME OF LEWIS AND CLARK



1787 Northwest Ordinance

“The utmost good faith shall always be observed toward the Indians; their land 
and property shall never be taken from them without their consent; and, in their 

property, rights, and liberty, they shall never be invaded or disturbed.”

Why didn’t the US keep its promise?



“A long time ago this land belonged to our fathers; but when I 
go up to the river I see camps of  soldiers here on its bank. 
These soldiers cut down my timber; they kill my buffalo; and 
when I see that, my heart feels like bursting; I feel sorry.”

Santana, Chief of the Kiowas

Source: Santana, Chief of the Kiowas, 1867. U.S. Bureau of Ethnography Annual Report, 
17th, 1895–96.



White land speculators, 

farmers, and 

entrepreneurs believed 

that the U.S. should 

take over Indians’ land 
and resources in order 

to maximize the 

economic potential of 

these “assets” by 

“developing” them. 
Others believed that 

Indians should be 

converted to 

Christianity, taught 

agricultural skills and 
trades, and absorbed 

into American society.



Jackson orders 
removal of Indians to 
the west

1830: Indian Removal 
Act 

INDIAN 

REMOVAL



The Indian Removal Act empowered the president to negotiate removal treaties with Indian tribes 
living east of the Mississippi. Little “negotiation” actually took place; instead, the government 
strongly pressured many Indian tribes to accept these treaties and move west. Jackson 
eventually used the military to enforce removal for certain tribes. 



The Cherokee were led on a brutal march that came to be called the “Trail of Tears.” 
Over one-quarter of the number of Cherokees that started the forced march died en 

route to the new reservations; those who survived found that their new lands in the 
west were markedly inferior to those from which they had been removed.



INDIAN TERRITORY: 1860





INDIAN RESERVATIONS: 1900



HOME ON THE RANGE

Oh, give me a home where the buffalo roam,

Where the deer and the antelope play,

Where seldom is heard a discouraging word,

And the skies are not cloudy all day.

Chorus

Home, home on the range,

Where the deer and the antelope play,

Where seldom is heard a discouraging word,

And the skies are not cloudy all day.

How often at night when the heavens are bright,

With the light of the glittering stars,

I stood there amazed and I asked as I gazed,

Does their glory exceed that of ours.

Chorus



HOME ON THE RANGE

1. What region of the country do you think this song is referring to? How can 
you tell?

2. Do you think the settlement of this region had a more positive effect or a 
more negative effect on the person or people who wrote this song? How 
can you tell?

3. What other reasons would encourage Americans to move West?



Hunters, fur traders and land 
speculators also moved 
westward.

Land speculators looked to 
buy land in large blocks that 
could be subdivided and sold 
at a profit to late comers. 

In 1806, Congress authorized 
funds for the nation’s first 
interstate highway. By 1818, 
the National Road stretch 
from Maryland to Virginia.

Between 1800 and 1804, 
the population of Ohio grew 
from fewer than 50,000 to 
1.5 million.

This movement lead to the 
creation on many new states.  
When Michigan entered the 
Union in 1837, it was the 26th

state.



The Industrial RevolutionThe Industrial RevolutionThe Industrial RevolutionThe Industrial Revolution
industrialism



California Gold Rush







Pacific Railroad Act (1862) 
authorized the Union 

Pacific Railroad to lay out 
tracks westward from 

Omaha, Nebraska 

The Central Pacific 
Railroad lay track eastward 

from Sacramento 

Transcontinental Railroad
Completed 1869



PRIMARY DOCUMENTS
MOVING WEST: OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES

Opportunities Challenges

Miners

Transcontinental 

Railroad Workers

Settlers

Ranchers, 

Cowboys & 

Cowhands

Native Americans












