
Each group will become experts on their assigned country.

Create poster showing how U.S. policy toward your respective country 
was “good, bad, and ugly”  for the assigned country and/or the U.S. 

Create a THOUGHFUL visual of the event.

You will present your ideas and visual.

American 
Foreign 
Policy, 
1880-1920: 
The Good, 
the Bad, & 
the Ugly.



Foreign Policy – 1880-1920 
Presentation Notes.

Good Bad Ugly

Country 
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What is the message of this cartoon?



Quick Write
How would you describe the US’s foreign 

policy between 1890 and 1917? Was the 
US justified in its actions?



US Foreign Policy

Most 
Just

Least
Just

Place US’s intervention in Cuba, PR, the Philippine s, Hawaii, China, the DR, 
Mexico, & Panama on this spectrum based on how just you believe US’s actions 
were.  You must provide reasons why you placed that even where you did.
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Puerto Rico
• After the Spanish American War the U.S. set up a military government, 

schools, and a postal service

• Puerto Ricans grew frustrated with American rule because they were neither 
U.S. citizens nor Independent

• Jones Act- 1917 Wilson made Puerto Rico a U.S. territory but still no rights

• Puerto Rico remains a U.S. commonwealth- Puerto Rico has control over 
their laws and finances but decisions on defense and tariffs are in the U.S. 
hands
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Mexico
• Revolution in Mexico in 1911-

Revolt led by Victoriano 
Huerta

• War almost occurred in 1914 
when Wilson sent troops to 
Veracruz, a port on the Gulf of 
Mexico to keep weapons from 
reaching Huerta’s army.  A 
battle broke out killing 90 
Americans and 300 Mexicans.  
A lot of people opposed 
Wilson’s actions and the 
troops were pulled out.  

• Months later Huerta resigned 
and Carranza gained power.


