
PPT: The 3 C’s of the 1950s





� $ for returning vets. To get vocational training, g o to 
college, buy homes, etc.

� Helps send more Americans to college than ever befo re.

� Helps more Americans own homes than ever before. 

Servicemen’s Readjustment Act.
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A good education, a good job, and owning your own h ome—could come 

true for any American if he or she worked hard, was  dedicated and honest, 
and believed in the United States. 
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An emphasis on family values.



1950s:  over 60% of Americans 
belonged to a church, synagogue 
or other religious institution.

1950s:  over 60% of Americans 
belonged to a church, synagogue 
or other religious institution.
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Advertisers 
capitalized on the 
new consumerism.

Advertisers 
capitalized on the 
new consumerism.

























Is America still a 
consumer society?
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What is the songwriter’s point of view about the
lifestyle of the people in the song?
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Dr. Benjamin Spock
• Wrote influential book on 

child care: Baby and 
Child Care.

• Said that a woman’s chief 
responsibility is to be a 
mother.

• Must put the child’s needs 
before her own.

• Lots of pressure on 
women.
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