
PPT: The 3 C’s of the 1950s





� $ for returning vets. To get vocational training, go to 
college, buy homes, etc.

� Helps send more Americans to college than ever before.

� Helps more Americans own homes than ever before. 

Servicemen’s Readjustment Act.
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Baby Baby Baby Baby BoomBoomBoomBoomBaby Baby Baby Baby BoomBoomBoomBoom

1957 ���� 1 baby born every 7 seconds



A A A A Changing WorkplaceChanging WorkplaceChanging WorkplaceChanging WorkplaceA A A A Changing WorkplaceChanging WorkplaceChanging WorkplaceChanging Workplace
Automation:

1947-1957 ���� factory workers decreased by 4.3%, 
eliminating 1.5 million blue-collar jobs.

By 1956 ���� more white-collar than blue-collar jobs

Corporate Consolidation:

By 1960 ���� 600 corporations (1/2% of all U. S. companies) 
accounted for 53% of total corporate income.

WHY?? Cold War military buildup.



Advancements in medicine add to a sense of hope.

Jonas Salk



Pursuing the American DreamPursuing the American Dream

The Culture of the 1950sThe Culture of the 1950sThe Culture of the 1950sThe Culture of the 1950s



What is  “the American Dream?”
A good education, a good job, and owning your own home—could come 

true for any American if he or she worked hard, was dedicated and honest, 

and believed in the United States. 



What was the “American Dream” 

for people in the 1950s?







An emphasis on family values.



1950s:  over 60% of Americans 
belonged to a church, synagogue 
or other religious institution.

1950s:  over 60% of Americans 
belonged to a church, synagogue 
or other religious institution.



"I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United 

States of America and to the republic for 

which it stands, one nation, indivisible, with 

liberty and justice for all." 

"I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United 

States of America and to the republic for 

which it stands, one nation, indivisible, with 

liberty and justice for all." 



"I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United 

States of America and to the republic for 

which it stands, one nation under God, 

indivisible, with liberty and justice for all." 

"I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United 

States of America and to the republic for 

which it stands, one nation under God, 

indivisible, with liberty and justice for all." 





Advertisers 
capitalized on the 
new consumerism.

Advertisers 
capitalized on the 
new consumerism.

























Is America still a 
consumer society?



Barbie Dolls 





T.V.s By the end of the decade 87% of homes had a television. 



By the end of the decade,  75% of families owned at least one car. 



The The The The Culture of the CarCulture of the CarCulture of the CarCulture of the CarThe The The The Culture of the CarCulture of the CarCulture of the CarCulture of the Car
Car registrations:   1945 ���� 25,000,000

1960 ���� 60,000,000

2-family cars doubles from 1951-1958

1956 ���� Interstate Highway Act ���� largest public 
works project in American history!

Å Cost $32 billion.

Å 41,000 miles of new highways built.

1959 Chevy Corvette1958 Pink Cadillac





First McDonald’s 
(1955)

Drive-In 
Movies

Howard 
Johnson’s



DISNEYLAND DISNEYLAND DISNEYLAND DISNEYLAND 



1955 ���� Disneyland opened in Southern California.
40% of the guests came from outside California, most by car

Frontier Land

Main Street

Tomorrow Land



By the end of the decade,  62% of families owned their homes 





The SuburbsThe Suburbs





Levittown, L. I.: “The American Dream”

1949 ���� William Levitt produced 150 houses per week.

By 1960 ���� 1/3 of the U. S. population in the suburbs.



SHIFTS IN POPULATION 
DISTRIBUTION, 

1940-1970

1940 1950 1960 1970
Central Cities 31.6%       32.3% 32.6%    32.0%
Suburbs 19.5%       23.8% 30.7%    41.6%
Rural Areas/ 48.9%       43.9% 36.7%    26.4%
Small Towns

U. S. Bureau of the Census.



The The The The Typical TV Suburban FamiliesTypical TV Suburban FamiliesTypical TV Suburban FamiliesTypical TV Suburban FamiliesThe The The The Typical TV Suburban FamiliesTypical TV Suburban FamiliesTypical TV Suburban FamiliesTypical TV Suburban Families

The Donna 

Reed Show

1958-1966

Leave It 

to Beaver

1957-1963

Father Knows Best

1954-1958 The Ozzie & Harriet Show

1952-1966



What is the songwriter’s point of view about the
lifestyle of the people in the song?



What were women’s roles in the 1950s?





Dr. Benjamin Spock
• Wrote influential book on 

child care: Baby and 
Child Care.

• Said that a woman’s chief 
responsibility is to be a 
mother.

• Must put the child’s needs 
before her own.

• Lots of pressure on 
women.



How were women portrayed in the media?
















