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Quick Write

How much and in what ways should the US
be involved in the affairs of other
countries?




U.S. Interventions in Latin America, Asia, and the Pacific, 1890-1917
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Expansionism would
»Make the US a world power
»Iincrease American glory and prestige throughout
the world
»spread the ideals of American democracy and
Protestant Christian values to people of other lands.
»Need for new economic markets.
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The Cuban people had struggled since
1868 for independence from Spain.

In 1895, Cuban rebels led by Jose Marti
renewed their fight for independence,

launching their first attacks from American
soil.




Caribbean Sea




The U.S.S. Maine Explosmn and War

The USS Maine
« US battleship sent to Cuba to
protect and evacuate Americans
if rebellion intensified.
« On 2/15/1898 the Maine T
exploded in Havana harbor killingS&==
260 sailors.

“Remember the Maine, to HeII ' WIth Spaln. ”

Results-Two investigations.

« Spanish: Explosion was
accidental and internal (not
confirmed until 1976 US Navy
investigation). T R o,

» American: Explosion caused by f LA 54 i
Spanish mine. The American |
public is ready for war!
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The U.S.S. Maine is
sunk.
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EXTRANo 8

CRISS IS A 1 i" -*

CABINET l‘\ SESSION;§ GROWING BELIEF I"'h

s SPANISH TREACH LRy

Maine Dcstroyed by an == - \ R
Outside Attack, Naval E i T
Officers Believe. : .
Clc_;zis::fi S?L.pa.tdhin c“tr 0 A b | WKINLEY SUSPICIOUS
Y a ]:: I Was %4} Ly r i OF SPANISH PLOT

New York World

The New York Journal and the New York World competed over
newspaper sales. This competition helped to provoke the Spanish
American War. To attract readers, each newspaper employed an
exaggerated style of news reporting, known as yellow journalism.




AE MAY SERVE HIS CGOUNTRY STILL FURTHER.







[HE CUBAN MOTHER.







William Randolph Hearst,

speaking to one of his photographers




SHOULD THE US HELP CUBA?




The U.S.S. Maine Explosion and War

McKinley and War

William McKinley's Message to Congress about Cuban Intervention (1898)
To the Congress of the United States:

...The present revolution is but the successor of other similar insurrections which
have occurred in Cuba against the dominion of Spain, extending over a period of
nearly half a century, each of which, during its progress, has subjected the
United States to great effort and expense in enforcing its neutrality laws, caused
enormous losses to American trade and commerce caused irritation, annoyance,
and disturbance among our citizens, and by the exercise of cruel, barbarous,
and uncivilized practices of warfare, shocked the sensibilities and offended the
humane sympathies of our people.

...Our trade has suffered; the capital invested by our citizens in Cuba has been
largely lost,

The US declares war on Spain (4/11/1898).



The Editor’s to Blame (Part 1)

Now wars are never started by those who have to eventually fight them.
And profit is often gained by those who plot and intrigue to ignite them.
Now take the recent struggle ’twixt America and Spain,

When all is said and all is done, there’s only one man to blame.

Chorus
Editor, Editor, we all know your name.
Editor, Editor, you're the man to blame. (Repeat)

He saw his circulation sinking mighty low,

So he says we need a yarn to put us on the go.

Then he looked at Cuba, and then he looked at Spain,
He says [l tell the world and God of Cuba’s tragic shame.

Chorus

And so he wrote of pain and tear, of anguish and despair,
Taxes made and orphans made, and print both bold and bare.
He wrote of bleeding Cuba, he wrote of cruel Spain,

He says that we should intervene, in Christianity’'s name.









The Spanish-American War | History Documentary
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The Spanish-American War

Cuba

« 7/1/1898 Rough Riders fight at
/ San Juan and Kettle Hills.

« 7/3/1898 the Spanish, trapped
. by US naval blockade and US
Army, Spain surrendered.

* In total, 379 US combat deaths,
e 5000+ deaths from disease
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Americans also concentrated on the Philippines, also under the control of K&
* Spain. After the Maine explosion, Roosevelt, anticipating war, instructed
¥ Commodore George Dewey to remove his squadron of six ships from the
= neutral port of Hong Kong and to attack the Spanish fleet in the
Philippines. The commodore sailed into Manila Bay on May 1, 1898 and

2 demolished the Spanish fleet.
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The US had promised its support of the Philippines
if Aguinaldo joined the US in the fight against
Spain.
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Emilio Aguinaldo




The Spanish-American War marked
the end of the Spanish Empire...

ADM. GEC. DEWEY,
THE HERQ OF MAMILA.
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American Empire: Did the Constitution Follow the Flag?

Cuba

Teller Amendment (1898) promised Cuban independence.

« However, the US didnt want Cuba taken over by Germany or other
imperial power.

« Platt Amendment (1901) US could intervene to preserve Cuban
independence.

« US kept land for a naval base (Guantanamo Bay)
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McKinley’s Decision on the Philippines




President McKinley

When next | realized that the Philippines had dropped into our

laps | confess | did not know what to do with them....|
walked the floor of the White House night after night until
midnight; and | am not ashamed to tell you, gentlemen, that
| went down on my knees and Frayed Almighty God for light
and guidance....And one night late it came to me this way....

That we could not give them back to Spain--that would be
cowardly and dishonorable;

That we could not turn them over to France or Germany--
our commercial rivals in the Orient--that would be bad
business and discreditable:

That we could not leave them to themselves--they were
unfit for self-government--and they would soon have
anarchy and misrule worse than Spain's war;

That there was nothing left for us to do but to take them all,

and to educate the Filipinos, and uplift and civilize and

gthtianize them as our fellow men for whom Christ also
ied.
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