
PPT: Separate is Not Equal





seg·re·ga· tion n. 

1. The rule or practice of separating people of different races, 

classes, or ethnic groups.  Forcing them to have different 

schools, housing, and public facilities.

2. A form of discrimination.

3. Not allowing blacks to share restaurants, bathrooms, water 

fountains, or waiting rooms with whites. Not letting black 

children go to the same schools as white children.



Two kinds of Segregation

►de jure segregation

– Segregation by law

►Common in the South

► Laws forbid African-

Americans from attending 

the same church, using the 

same swimming pool, 

eating in restaurants, or 

marrying White people. 

►de facto segregation

– Segregation without laws

►Common in the North

►Housing discrimination

made segregation in the 

North.  White community 

groups did not allow non-

Whites to live in White 

neighborhoods.  Every 

ethnic group had its own 

part of town.



Plessy v. Ferguson:

1896 U.S. Supreme Court case 

which ruled that separation of 

the races in public facilities was 

legal

Impact:

- established “separate but 

equal”

- allowed legal segregation

for next 60 years



At the turn of the 20th century, Southern states adopted 

a broad system of legal policies of racial 

discrimination……..Goal = keep the races separate!

. 

Jim Crow Laws: racial segregation laws in the South 

which separated white & black people in public & 

private facilities



“All railroads carrying passengers in the state (other than street railroads) shall 

provide equal but separate accommodations for the white and colored races, by 

providing two or more passenger cars for each passenger train, or by dividing 

the cars by a partition, so as to secure separate accommodations.”

—Tennessee, 1891 

“All railroads carrying passengers in the state (other than street railroads) shall 

provide equal but separate accommodations for the white and colored races, by 

providing two or more passenger cars for each passenger train, or by dividing 

the cars by a partition, so as to secure separate accommodations.”

—Tennessee, 1891 

“It shall be unlawful for a negro and white person to play together or in company 

with each other in any game of cards or dice, dominoes or checkers.”

—Birmingham, Alabama, 1930 

“It shall be unlawful for a negro and white person to play together or in company 

with each other in any game of cards or dice, dominoes or checkers.”

—Birmingham, Alabama, 1930 

“Marriages are void when one party is a white person and the other is 

possessed of one-eighth or more negro, Japanese, or Chinese blood.”

—Nebraska, 1911 

“Marriages are void when one party is a white person and the other is 

possessed of one-eighth or more negro, Japanese, or Chinese blood.”

—Nebraska, 1911 

“Separate free schools shall be established for the education of children of 

African descent; and it shall be unlawful for any colored child to attend any 

white school, or any white child to attend a colored school.”

—Missouri, 1929 

“Separate free schools shall be established for the education of children of 

African descent; and it shall be unlawful for any colored child to attend any 

white school, or any white child to attend a colored school.”

—Missouri, 1929 



Separate but……..truly “equal”?





Watch

Eyes on the Price: 

Movement



The NAACP attacked racism through the courts.

In the 1930s Charles Hamilton Houston and Thurgood Marshall began 

a campaign to attack the concept of “separate but equal.”

Later, the 1st African-American on 

supreme court (1967-1991)



Mendez v. 
Westminster (1946)

The first successful 

challenge to Mexican 
American school 

desegregation.

School districts argued 

that segregation was 
language based.

The court ruled 
segregation violated the 

“guarantees of equal 
rights under the 14th

Amendment.”



Linda Brown

In the fall of 1950, the Browns and 12 Topeka families were asked by the NAACP to 

try and enroll their children in their neighborhood white schools, with the 

expectation that they would be rejected. The NAACP then filed a lawsuit against the 

Board of Education of Topeka, KS.

In 1951, a girl named Linda Brown wanted to 

go to school.  The white school was very close 

by, but the African-American school was far away.  



In making his decision, Thurgood Marshall, in part, considered a simple 

study done in 1951 by educational psychologist, KENNETH CLARK…

In making his decision, Thurgood Marshall, in part, considered a simple 

study done in 1951 by educational psychologist, KENNETH CLARK…

The 

DOLL 

STUDY



one was white one was white one was black 

A small group of African-American children were 

shown two identical dolls, with one exception: 



• the study was done with 16 children 

• the children were ages 6-9 

• 11 identified the black doll as the “bad” one 



“The only way to get equality is for two people to get the same thing at the same 

time at the same place.” - Thurgood Marshall



separate but equalseparate but equal



"Does segregation of children in public 

schools solely on the base of race, even 

though the physical facilities and other 

tangible factors may be equal deprive 

children of the minority group of equal 

educational opportunities? We believe it 

does..To separate them from others of 

similar age and qualifications solely 

because of their race generates a feeling of 

inferiority as to their status in the 

community that may affect their hearts 

and minds in ways very unlikely ever to be 

undone.  We conclude that in the field of 

public education the doctrine of 'separate 

but equal' has no place. Separate 

educational facilities are inherently 

unequal."





In 1954 the Supreme Court judgment of Brown v. Board of Education is 

given.  This is the launch of Desegregation in the South.  It is also the 

beginning of the Civil Rights Movement.



Integration

The Supreme Court’s ruling did not 
offer guidance about how or when 
desegregation should occur.

Some states integrated quickly.  Other 
states faced strong opposition.



Warriors Don’t Cry
Read the personal account of Melba Pattillo Beals from 

her memoir Warriors Don’t Cry on Student Handout 
44B.

Then answer these questions in a few sentences each:

1. Why did the teacher insist that the students leave 
quickly and walk home in groups?

2. If you were Melba’s mother or father, what might you 
consider doing to protect your daughter? What 
might you do to fight discrimination to give her more 
opportunities in the future?

3. How did this ruling, Brown v. Board of Education, 
promote or hinder the American ideal of 
opportunity? Of rights?



Watch

Eyes on the Price: 

Brown vs. Board 

of Ed, Battle 

Lines, Resistance 

and beginning of 

Little Rock



1957: Little Rock, ArkansasTesting Brown vs. Board



Little 

Rock 
Nine 



Central High School





Groups:

• African American Families Opposing Integration

• Local Business Owners

• Governor Faubas

• Families of the Little Rock Nine

• NAACP


