- Ch. 4.1, From Federation to Constitution

What were the successes and failure of the Articles of
Confederation?

What difficulties did the founders encounter when
creating the Constitution?

How did the Constitution increase the power of the

federal government and lessened the power of the
state legislatures?
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- The Articles of Confederation

The Articles were written in 1777 by John
Dickinson, a Pennsylvania statesman

The Articles were accepted by Congress
in 1781 and is considered the first
national constitution

Created a framework of a loose
confederation of states. Any powers not
specifically given to Congress was
reserved for the states.
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NEW-HAMPSHIRE, MASSACHUSETTS-BAY, RHODE.
ISLAND s=d PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS, CON.
unnmrnnmwnnn,mmunun;nmu
SYLVANIA, DELAWARE, MARYLAND, VIRGINIA,
NORTH - VA, SOUTH .CAROLINA, ssd
GEORGIA.
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T ftile of this confederacy fhall be,
“ Uxttep S‘ux;: or ..A.guxca."

:  ARTICLE W

Each State retains its fovereignty, frecdom,
and independence, and every power, jurifdicion,
and right, which is not by this confederation
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Shay's Rebellion 1787 - REVOLT Against the Blue Blood Masons - REAL American History
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- Weaknesses of the
- Articles of Confederation |

No national unity, just 13 separate state
governments

No ability to tax

No ability to regulate foreign or interstate commerce

Each state had only one vote in Congress, regardless of
population

Support of nine of 13 states needed in Congress to pass
important laws

Support of all 13 states needed to revise Articles
No executive branch
No national court system

O b
> L



Taxtion [ I Resistance

1781
The last major
battle was

fought in
Yorktown,
Virginia.

Articles of

1786
Shay’s

(infederation

1776

Declaration of
Independence

Rebellion Convention

1775
The first shots
of the

Revolutionary

War fired
At Lexington
and Concord

In MA.




' May - Sept 1787
55 delegates
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How will each

state be

represented

in the central

government?

A
New York
A

Penns&ania
Virginia\

4

N
—— Massachusetts
\,\—- Rhode Island

Connecticut

|
\/(Xr New Hampshire

— New Jersey

Delaware

Maryland

// North Carolina

¢

\

South Carolina

). Georgia
\J




I'm Virginia...I represent a
huge population so I j

should have more power! !

Wah....that's not fair to little
bitty states like me!
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# ofreps based inon bopulation

The Connecticut Compromise

(aka the Great Compromise) - A bicameral (two-houses) legislature
with a House of Representatives (based on population) and a
Senate (equal representation — 2 senators per state)






in the Constitution

Federalism — power is divided between the federal
government and the state and local governments.

Separation of Powers — Congress would make the laws, the
executive branch, headed by the president would enforce the
laws and the judicial branch would interpret federal laws.

Checks and Balances - each branch would monitor and
limit the power of the other two.
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Democratic Ideas

Where did the
colonist get
their ideas
about
government
from?

The
and

phil

trac

Enlightenment (late 1600s
1700s) was a period where

osophers questioned
itional morals, religious

values, and government.

theorized that both the physical
world and human nature

operated according to natural

laws and reason.
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nlightenment Thinkers
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ean Jacques Rousseau

John Locke’s




