
PPT: Resistance 



Fourteen-year-old Emmett Till was visiting relatives in Money, Mississippi on 
August 24, 1955 when he reportedly flirted with a white cashier at a grocery store. 

Four days later, two white men kidnapped Till, beat him, and shot him in the head. 
The men were tried for murder, but an all-white, male jury acquitted them.



Watch

Eyes on the Price: 

Episode 1 –

Emmitt Till





On Dec 1, 1955







After Parks lost her case, they formed the Montgomery Improvement 
Association (MIA), and elected King as its president. That evening, 7000 

blacks crowded into Holt Street Baptist Church, where King spoke of the 
bus boycott.

“There comes a time when people get tired of being 
trampled over by the iron feet of oppression." 



Montgomery, 

Alabama

Montgomery, 

Alabama

Rosa Park’s arrest inspired a 381-day    
Montgomery bus boycott that led   

to sit-ins, marches, campaigns.



Dec 5, 1995

a carpool made up of 300 cars
Rolling churches



On January 30th 1956, MLK.’s house was bombed



Aurelia Browder, Susie McDonald, 
Claudette Colvin and Mary Louise Smith —

who served as plaintiffs in the legal action 
challenged that  Montgomery's segregated 

public transportation system.

On June 19, 1956, the three-judge panel 

ruled that Montgomery segregation codes 
"deny and deprive plaintiffs and other 

Negro citizens similarly situated of the 

equal protection of the laws and due 
process of law secured by the Fourteenth 

Amendment." 

The bus boycott lasted 381 days



Watch

Eyes on the Price: 

Episode 1 – Rosa 

Parks, MLK and 

Montgomery Bus 

Boycott



Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
In Jan 1957, King called a meeting in Atlanta of 60 Southern 

ministers to discuss nonviolent integration



"Violence as a way of achieving racial 
justice is both impractical and 
immoral. It is impractical because 
it is a descending spiral ending in 
destruction for all. The old law of 
an eye for an eye leaves everybody 
blind. It is immoral because it 
seeks to humiliate the opponent 
rather than win his understanding; 
it seeks to annihilate rather than to 
convert. Violence is immoral 
because it thrives on hatred rather 
than love. It destroys community 
and makes brotherhood impossible. 
It leaves society in monologue 
rather than dialogue. Violence ends 
by defeating itself. It creates 
bitterness in the survivors and 
brutality in the destroyers."

Martin Luther King, Jr.









Organizations that used non-violence…

National Association for the 

Advancement of Colored People

Southern Christian 

Leadership Conference

Student Non-Violent 

Coordinating Committee

Congress of Racial 
Equality







Greesnboro Four
In 1960, four 

black students 

held the first 
sit-in at a 

Woolworth’s 
lunch counter 

in Greensboro, 

North 
Carolina.

They were 

joined by 20 

on the second 
day.

Sit-in spread 

across the 

South  



By April 1960s, students in 78 communities had 

staged sit-ins and 2,000 protesters had been 

arrested. 


