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Fourteen-year-old Emmett Till was visiting relatives in Money, Mississippi on
August 24, 1955 when he reportedly flirted with a white cashier at a grocery store.
Four days later, two white men kidnapped Till, beat him, and shot him in the head.
The men were tried for murder, but an all-white, male jury acquitted them.
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On the third, the front seats were occupied

B and this one man, a white man, was stand-

ing. The driver asked us to stand up and let
him have those seats, and when none of us
moved at his first words, he said, “You all
make it light on yourselves and let me have
those seats.” And the man who was sitting
next to the window stood up, and I made
room for him to pass by me. The two women
across the aisle stood up and moved out.
When the driver saw me still sitting, he asked
if I was going to stand up and I said, “No, I'm
not.” And he said, “Well, if you don’t stand
up, I'm going to call the police and have you
arrested.” I said, “You may do that.”

He did get off the bus, and I still stayed
where I was. Two policemen came on the
bus. One of the policemen asked me if the bus
driver had asked me to stand and I said yes.
He said, “Why don’t you stand up?” And I
asked him, “Why do you push us around?”
He said, “I do not know, but the law 1s the law

and you’re under arrest.”
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“People alwayssay that | didn'tgive up my seat because | was
tired, but thatisn’t true. | was not tired physically, or no more

tired than | usuallywas at the end of a working day. ... No, the |

only tired | was, was tired of givingin.” ” - Rosa Parks
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After Parks lost her case, they formed the Montgomery Improvement ==
Association (MIA), and elected King as its president. That evening, 7000 |
blacks crowded into Holt Street Baptist Church, where King spoke of the
bus boycott.

“There comes a time when people get tired of being &
trampled over by the iron feet of oppression."



Bus BOYCOTT

Rosa Park’s arrest inspired a 381-day
Montgomery bus boycott that led
to sit-ins, marches, campaigns.
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Rolling churches : f a carpool made up of 300 cars
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Aurelia Browder, Susie McDonald,
Claudette Colvin and Mary Louise Smith —
who served as plaintiffs in the legal action
challenged that Montgomery's segregated
public transportation system.

On June 19, 1956, the three-judge panel
ruled that Montgomery segregation codes
"deny and deprive plaintiffs and other
Negro citizens similarly situated of the
equal protection of the laws and due
process of law secured by the Fourteenth
Amendment."
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Southern Christian Leadership Conference
In Jan 1957, King called a meeting in Atlanta of 60 Southern
ministers to discuss nonviolent integration
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Congress of Racial
Equality









In 1960, four
black students
held the first
Sit-in at a
Woolworth'’s
lunch counter
In Greensboro,
North
Carolina.

Theywere
joined by 20
on the second
day.

Sit-in spread
across the
South

Greesnboro Four




By April 1960s, studentsin 78 communities had
staged sit-ins and 2,000 protesters had been
arrested.



