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• Radical Republicans 

wanted South to pay
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• military occupation of the South  



Lincoln’s Ten  Percent Plan  

(Dec 1864)

• Offered pardons 

(forgiveness) to all 

Southerners who took an 

oath of loyalty to the U.S 

and accepted the abolition 

of slavery.

• When 10% of a state’s 

voters in the 1870 

election had taken this 

oath, they could organize 

a new state govt. 



• Radical Republicans, led by 

Thaddeus Stevens felt Lincoln’s 

plan let the South off too easily and 

wanted to prevent Confederate 

leaders from returning to power and 

they wanted the govt to help 

African Americans achieve equality 

by giving them the right to vote.

• Required the majority to take an 

oath of allegiance to the Union. 

Wade-Davis Bill of 1864



• People attending the convention 

had to take oath that they have 

never fought against the Union or 

supported the Confederacy in any 

way. 

• Each state’s convention �

abolish slavery and prevent all 

former Confederate govt officials 

and military officers from 

holding office or voting. 

• Lincoln refused to sign this bill 

and it never went into effect.







John Wilkes BoothJohn Wilkes Booth



President Vice-President

Abraham Lincoln Andrew Johnson

Granted amnesty to 

all those who pledge 

an oath of loyalty.





Radical Republicans



Military 

Reconstruction 

Act 

(March 1867)

• Divided the former Confederacy into 5 

military districts, controlled by a Union 

general, who would maintain peace and 

“protect the rights of persons and 

property.”









What rights were given to African 

Americans after the Civil War?

Constitutional Rights

13th Amendment 

(Ratified Dec 6, 1865)
Abolished Slavery

14th Amendment 

(Ratified July 9, 1868)
Granted all citizens
“equal protection of 

the laws.” 

15th Amendment

(Ratified March 1870)
Granted voting rights 

to all males, thus allowing 
African American men

to vote





Resisting change…Resisting change…Resisting change…Resisting change…Resisting change…Resisting change…Resisting change…Resisting change…

black codes



The Black Codes (1865-1867)

• In 1865, southern governments created Black Codes, to control 

and restrict the freedom of ex-slaves. 

• In many states, if unemployed, African Americans faced arrest. If 

convicted, they could be contracted out for labor.

• Prevented African Americans from growing their own crops.

• Often blacks were prohibited from entering towns without 

permission. 

• Florida Constitution of 1865:  “In all criminal proceedings 

founded upon injury to a colored person, no person shall be 

incompetent to testify as a witness on account of color; in all 

other cases, the testimony of colored persons shall be excluded.”



Literacy Tests

Most freed slaves were 

not educated enough to 

pass a literacy test 

because it was illegal 

to teach a slave to read 

or write.



Poll Taxes

• Seven states had poll taxes up to the 1960’s, when the 
24th amendment abolished them.

• Generally this tax ranged from $1 to $3.50 per year. 
You had to pay it each and every year between the 
ages of 21 and 45, whether there was an election or 
not. 

• This served to keep African Americans from voting.



• Lynching is the illegal execution of a person by a mob.

• The KKK (Klu Klux Klan) lynched a lot in the year of 1867 to 

maintain ‘White Supremacy’ in the south.

• Lynching was a method used to put fear into the African 

Americans in order to control them.

Lynching



Lynching fatalities

• Between 1880-1920 an average of 2 African 

Americans were lynched per week

• No white person was ever lynched , unless involved 

with an African American

• 3,724 people were lynched in the U.S from 1889-

1930



Africans Americans  were lynched for:

• Disputing with a white man

• Attempting to vote

• Ask a white woman/man to marry

• “peeping in windows”

• They would often not have an excuse to lynch and 

therefore fabricate lies so that they could hang 

someone.



• Lynching in the white 

communities was seen as 

something casual and 

ordinary

• Believed they were doing 

gods work by killing 

African Americans

• They would celebrate 

lynching by having picnics 

• They also would make 

postcards of lynching



“Strange Fruit” by Lewis Allen

Southern trees bear strange fruit,
Blood on the leaves and blood at the root,
Black bodies swinging in the Southern breeze,
Strange fruit hanging from the poplar trees.

Pastoral scene of the gallant South,
The bulging eyes and twisted mouth,
The scent of magnolias, sweet and fresh,
Then the sudden smell of burning flesh.

Here is a fruit for the crows to pluck,
For the rain to gather, for the wind to suck,
For the sun to rot, for the trees to drop,
Here is a strange and bitter crop.










