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atmosphere of 
fearful suspicion 

and paranoia





What was the House of Un-American Activities Committee?

Investigated the film 
industry and other 
groups, looking for 

communists and 
communist sympathizers.



Hollywood was one of the earliest victims of U.S. f ears about the spread of 
communism in the post-war period. In 1947 H.U.A.C. [The House of Un-
American Activities Committee, first established in  1937] investigated the 
loyalty of Hollywood screenwriters, actors and dire ctors. Ten cited the ‘First 
Amendment’ and refused to testify. Hollywood chiefs  had them ‘blacklisted’ 
and they were forced out of the film industry. 

“Are you now or have you 
ever been a member of 
the Communist Party?” 
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Alvah Bessie, Herbert Biberman, Lester Cole, Edward Dmytryk, Ring Lardner Jr., John 
Howard Lawson, Albert Maltz, Samuel Ornitz, Robert Adrian Scott and Dalton Trumbo. 
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“I have here in my hand a list of 205 names 
that were known to the Secretary of State 
as being members of the Communist Party 
and who nevertheless are still working and 
shaping policy in the State Department.”

Feb 9, 1950



The reason why we find ourselves in a 
position of impotency [weakness] is not 
because the enemy has sent men to 
invade our shores, but rather because of 
the traitorous actions of those who have 
had all the benefits that the wealthiest 
nation on earth has had to offer - the 
finest homes, the finest college 
educations, and the finest jobs in 
government we can give.

‘The communists within 
our borders have been 
more responsible for 
the success of 
communism abroad 
than Soviet Russia.’
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Here he points to a 
map showing the 
threat posed to 
Asia by communist 
China. 



9,500 federal 
civil servants 
were 
dismissed

15,000 federal 
civil servants 
resigned while 
under 
investigation

2000 industrial 
workers were 
fired

3,800 seamen 
were fired

600 teachers 
were dismissed

300 were blacklisted 
in films, television 
and radio.

500 state and 
city employees 
were sacked

500 were arrested for 
deportation because of 
their political beliefs

Hundreds of 
scientists and 
university 
teachers lost 
their jobs



Why did so many people 
believe McCarthy?
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Whittaker Chambers, a senior editor at Time magazine, 
told the House Un-American Activities Committee tha t 
Alger Hiss had been a fellow communist in the 1930s  
and had given him State Department documents that h e 
passed to a Soviet official. 



Chambers produced handwritten memos and typewritten  summaries of State 
Department documents. Experts testified that Hiss h ad typed both the 
summaries and personal correspondence on the typewr iter. Hiss and experts 
on his side argued that the typewriter had been tam pered with in order to 
produce the desired evidentiary results.



Chambers had held back from producing several strips of 35mm film and three 
undeveloped rolls. The existence of this additional evidence ultimately reached the 
Un-American Activities Committee, which prompted then U.S. Representative 
Richard Nixon to issue a subpoena for the materials. Under subpoena, Chambers 
guided congressional investigators to a pumpkin patch on his farm in Maryland. 
Hidden in a hollowed-out pumpkin was what later became known as the "pumpkin 
papers"—several prints of State Department documents from the 1930s.



Richard Nixon
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He served 44 months in jail before his release in N ovember 1954. 

What was the outcome?

Hiss was indicted on December 15 on two charges of perjury, 
specifically charging that Hiss lied both when he d enied that he had 
given any documents to Chambers and when he testifi ed that he did 
not talk to Chambers after January 1, 1937.



����-0,�1�	2���1��00��������

����		2������
�����
���'���3�����
�����������
����
�� ��� ���
���������������������+������
���
������������
���0�����4"���	
5���������
�����
�����������
��
�����������������������������

��
�����������������������#����
�����
�
���6�������
���#
�
��/����
���
������
������������)�������
�7�������
�
��
����	
5�
-��
�����������������
���������
��0�������
%�
�����������'���� �����(�������������������

��������
��
��
��������
���
���������
8������6���
�����������������9����������������
������������������������������
��
���
#����
���������
���
�
�����
������#�� ��
��
��������������������������������
����
��
�
������� �������������%����������'����



��
�

��
��

���������	�
��
On July 17, 1950, Julius 
Rosenberg, an electrical 
engineer and employee for the 
U.S. Army Signal Corps, was 
arrested for allegedly passing 
atomic secrets to Russia

One month later, on August 11, 
Julius’ wife, Ethel, was also 
arrested, charged with assisting her 
husband.

When the Russians developed the atomic bomb in 1949 , it was 
believed that Soviet spies must have been responsib le for passing 
the nuclear technology from the United States to Ru ssia.



What was the outcome?
Julius and Ethel 
Rosenberg were 
sentenced to death 
under the Espionage 
Act of 1917.



The Rosenbergs were 
executed by the 
electric chair after two 
years of prison on 
June 19, 1953. 



�
Were the Rosenbergs unjustly executed?



It is now clear that Julius, an 
avid communist, had for some 
time been disclosing U.S. 
military secrets to the U.S.S.R. 
from his post in the U.S. Army 
Signal Corps. David 
Greenglass, who himself had 
worked on the Manhattan 
Project, disclosed nuclear 
secrets to Julius, who in turn 
passed the information to 
Harry Gold — a courier for the 
espionage ring — who in turn 
passed it to Anatoly Yakovlev
— the Soviet vice-consul in 
New York City
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