Life During the Depression



Brother, Can You Spare a Dime?

They usedto tell me

| was building a dream.

And so | followed the mob
When there was earth to plow
Or guns to bear

| was always there

Right on the job.

They usedto tell me | was building a dream
With peace and glory ahead.
Why should | be standing in line
Just waiting for breade

Once | built a railroad

| made it run

Made it race against time.
Once | built a railroad

Now it's done.

Brother, can you spare a dime?¢

Once | built a tfower up to the sun
Brick andrivet andlime

Once | built a tower

Now it's done.

Brother, can you spare a dime¢
Once in khaki suits

Gee we lookedswell

Full of that yankee doodly dum.
Half a million boots went slogging through hell
And | was the kid with the druml
Say don’'t youremember?

They called me Al.

It was Al all the fime.

Why don’t you remember?

|'m your pal.

Say buddy, can you spare a dime?

What did the singer do before the Great Depression? Whatis he doing now?




HERBERT HOOVER

1929
1933

Economic depression can not be
cured by legislative action or
executive pronouncement.

The basis of successful reliefin
national distress is fo mobilize
and organize the infinife'nrumber
of agencies of self help in the
community. That has been the
American way.

—Herbert Hoover




Hatred for President Hoover
1. Say’sitis NOT Government’s job to fix the Poor
a. Say Churches and other groups should help

b. PROBLEM: People too poorito help churches so churches
can’t help as much!!l

2. People name Poor Places after Hoover
 Hooverville- Shanty towns
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INn 1932, an unem

| Walter Waters per
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# . former soldiersto p
-~ of along-promised b
« veterans.
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Congress had promised to pay $1 for
- every day they serve, plus $0.25 for every

o R N P S day spent overseas but the catch was
they would not be paid until 1945.




On June 17, the day the Senate was to vote |
on the bonus bill, the veterans marched to the A s

Capital steps to await the outcome
P




't
L4 |
L - Ar

L N _:_.-..n, =

RS

' {‘1‘ --lr-

4




How did

He used force to dishand the Bonus Army. 2 died, one

R T oW, il Hreds injured.

respond to the
Bonus Army?



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sNOsIB5VMSQ

Bonus Army: US military attacks demonstrating American War Veterans 0 »
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»In 1932, a terrible drought hit the Great Plans (the Dakefas to
Texas) and the soil dried to dust. Winds picked up this dust and
when it setftled, it buried crops, livestock, and farmhouses like
SNOW

» Many farmers, unable to harvest anything, were forced to turn
theirland overto the bank
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On the fourteenth day of April of nineteen thirty five,

There struck the worst of dust storms that ever filled the sky:

You could see that dust storm coming, the cloud looked deatihlike black,
And through our mighty nation, it left a dreadful frack...

This storm took place at sundown and lasted through the night,
When we looked out this morning we saw a terrible sight:

We saw outside our windows where wheat fields they had 'grown
Was now a rippling ocean of dust the wind had blown.

It covered up our fences, it covered up our barns,

It covered up our fractors in this wild and windy storm.

We loaded our jalopies and piled our families in,

We rattled down the highway to never come back again.

(Woody Guthrie, from “Dust Storm Disaster”)
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http://www.pbs.org/kenburns/dustbowl/educators/lesson-

Y @ Bonus Army: US military &0 X D The Century: America's Tln X . @ Lesson Plans | THE DUS 4 X .. [ Aeries.Net

€ > C 0O .pbs.org/kenburns/dustbowl/educators/lesson-plans

"X Lesson Plan pdf

Videos:

Intro

Recollections
Boom Time
Modern Machinery

Environmental Catastrophe

09:41 AM
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Many families packed up their belongings and .
headed west to California.Since many of the

migrants were from Oklahoma, many became
known as “Okies.”
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JOBLESS
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hitp://www.pbs.org/kenburns/dustbowl/educators/lesson-plans

? B Bonus Army: US military 2 X ¥ B The Century: America's Tln X @ Lesson Plans | THE DUS 4 X 5:

€« > C' | [ www.pbs.org/kenburns/dustbowl/educators/lesson-plans/

For more on Woody Guthrie please visit the &% Grammy Museum's online teacher resources.

Videos:
Okies
Woodie Guthrie

2 dust-bowl-lesson-pl...pdf ¥ Show all downloads.. X

09:35 AM
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How did ordinary Americans endure the
hardships of the Great Depression?



hitps://www.youtube.com/watchev=zSfzFWU5LbY @ 12:00

The Century: America's Tlme - 1929-1936: Stormy Weather 0o »
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Escape Through Enterfainment

» during an average week,
between 60 million and 90
million people flocked to the
movies

Gone with the Wind became an
instant success and held the
record of highest-grossing film for
twenty-five years and, adjusted
for inflation, has earned more
than any other film.




The Golden Age of Radio

» More than 10 million
households owned
radiosin 1929; that
number tripled in the
next decade.

» Daytimeradio
iIncluded soap operas,
panel discussions, and
quiz shows. In the
afternoons, children’s
programs came on.




The show began on Sunday,
October 30, at8 p.m

Sunday eveningin 1
prime-time in the
radio, and milli
had their radi
most of these
listening tove
Bergen and his
McCarthy” on NB
turned to CBS at 8:12 p.m. after

- | the comedy sketch ended

htips://www.youtube.com/wat
chev=ClreKtEi4dM
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Perhaps as many as a millionradio listeners believed that @
real Martianinvasion was underway. Panic brokefout acress
the country. In New Jersey, terrified civilians jagnmed highway s
seeking to escape the alien marauders. People begged
police for gas masks to save them from the toxic gas and
asked electric companies to turn off the powerso that the
Martians wouldn’'t see theirlights. One woman ran into an
Indianapolis church where eveningservices were bermg held
and yelled, “New York has been destroyed! |t's the end of the
world! Go home and prepare to diel”
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