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Warning: Thomas Jefferson makes several racially offensive remarks in the passages below. This passage is presented for your information only.

Query XIV

[Jefferson brings up the following statement in the context of explaining his proposed revisal of Virginia's laws, which included a
proposal for the emancipation of slaves that did not pass.]

“[During the Revolutionary period, the Virginia Assembly considered an act to] emancipate all slaves born after passing the act. The
bill reported by the revisors does not itself contain this proposition; but an amendment containing it was prepared . . . directing, that
[enslaved children] should continue with their parents to a certain age, then be brought up, at the public expence, to tillage, arts or
sciences, according to their geniusses, till the females should be eighteen, and the males twenty-one years of age, when they should
be colonized [sent out of America to Africa] . . ..

It will probably be asked, Why not retain and incorporate the blacks into the state, and thus save the expence of supplying, by
importation of white settlers, the vacancies they will leave? Deep rooted prejudices entertained by the whites; ten thousand
recollections, by the blacks, of the injuries they have sustained; new provocations; the real distinctions which nature has made; and
many other circumstances, will divide us into parties, and produce convulsions which will probably never end but in the
extermination of the one or the other race.

-- To these objections, which are political, may be added others, which are physical and moral. The first difference which strikes us is
that of colour. Whether the black of the negro resides in the reticular membrane between the skin and scarf-skin, or in the scarf-skin
itself; whether it proceeds from the colour of the blood, the colour of the bile, or from that of some other secretion, the difference is
fixed in nature, and is as real as if its seat and cause were better known to us. And is this difference of no importance? Is it not the
foundation of a greater or less share of beauty in the two races? Are not the fine mixtures of red and white, the expressions of every
passion by greater or less suffusions of colour in the one, preferable to that eternal monotony, which reigns in the countenances,
that immoveable veil of black which covers all the emotions of the other race?

Add to these, flowing hair, a more elegant symmetry of form, their own judgment in favour of the whites, declared by their
preference of them, as uniformly as is the preference of the Oranootan [orangutan] for the black women over those of his own
species.

The circumstance of superior beauty, is thought worthy attention in the propagation of our horses, dogs, and other domestic
animals; why not in that of man?

Besides those of colour, figure, and hair, there are other physical distinctions proving a difference of race.

They have less hair on the face and body. They secrete less by the kidnies, and more by the glands of the skin, which gives them a
very strong and disagreeable odour. This greater degree of transpiration renders them more tolerant of heat, and less so of cold,
than the whites. . ..

They seem to require less sleep. A black, after hard labour through the day, will be induced by the slightest amusements to sit up till
midnight, or later, though knowing he must be out with the first dawn of the morning.

Comparing them by their faculties of memory, reason, and imagination, it appears to me, that in memory they are equal to the
whites; in reason much inferior, as | think one could scarcely be found capable of tracing and comprehending the investigations of
Euclid; and that in imagination they are dull, tasteless, and anomalous.

... [N]ever yet could I find that a black had uttered a thought above the level of plain narration; never see even an elementary trait
of painting or sculpture. In music they are more generally gifted than the whites with accurate ears for tune and time, and they have
been found capable of imagining a small catch. . ..

... ladvance it therefore as a suspicion only, that the blacks, whether originally a distinct race, or made distinct by time and
circumstances, are inferior to the whites in the endowments both of body and mind.



