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absorption of her friend Emerson. She
apparendy shared the suspicion of him the
Italian leader Giuseppe Mazzini expressed
in a letter: "I feel fearful that he leads or
will lead men to too much contempla
tion. . . . We stand in need of one who
will. . . appeal to the collective influence
and inspiring sources, more than to indi
vidual self-improvement."

Thus if individualism triumphed, it
was not without a struggle, nor without its
critics. Not, indeed, without alternatives

being posed. Frederick Douglass wri
his fellow slaves on the plantation o:
Freeland:

We were linked and interlinked with
other. I loved them with a love sin
than any thing I have experienced sin
is sometimes said that we slaves do not
and confide in each other. In answer ti
assertion, I can say, I never loved at.
confided in any people more than my ft
slaves. . . . We never undertook to do

Individualisni^is a novel expression, to which a novel idea has given
Irth. Our fathers were only acquainted with egolsme (selfishness). Self

ishness is a passionate and exaggerated love of self, which leads a man
to connect everything with himself and to prefer himself to everything in
the world. Individualism is a mature and calm feeling, which disposes
each member of the community to sever himself from the mass of his
fellows and to draw apart with his family and his friends, so that after
he has thus formed a little circle of his own, he willingly leaves society
at large to itself. Selfishness originates in blind instinct; individualism
proceeds from erroneous judgment more than from depraved feelings; it
originates as much in deficiencies of mind as in perversity of heart.

Selfishness blights the germ of all virtue; individualism, at first, only
saps the virtues of public life; but in the long run it attacks and destroys
all others and is at length absorbed in downright selfishness. Selfishness
is a vice as old as the world, which does not belong to one form of soci
ety more than to another; individualism is of democratic origin, and it
threatens to spread in the same ratio as the equality of condition. . . .

As social conditions become more equal, the number of persons in
creases who, although they are neither rich nor powerful enough to ex
ercise any great influence over their fellows, have nevertheless acquired
or retained sufficient education and fortune to satisfy their own wants.
They*owe nothing to any man, they expect nothing from any man; they
acquire the habit of always considering themselves as standing alone, and
they are apt to imagine that their whole destiny is in their own hands.

Thus not only does democracy make every man forget his ancestors,
but it hides his descendants and separates his contemporaries from him;
it throws him back forever upon himself alone and threatens in the end
to confine him entirely within the solitude of his own heart.

Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, Pan II, 1840
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