absorption of her friend Emerson. She
apparently shared the suspicion of him the
Italian leader Giuseppe Mazzini expressed
in a letter: “I feel fearful that he leads or
will lead men to too much contempla-
tion. . . . We stand in need of one who
will . . . appeal to the collective influence
and inspiring sources, more than to indi-
vidual self-improvement.”

Thus if individualism triumphed, it
was not without a struggle, nor without its
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being posed. Frederick Douglass wri
his fellow slaves on the plantation o:
Freeland:

We were linked and interlinked with
other. 1 loved them with a love strc
than any thing I bave experienced sin
is sometimes said that we slaves do not
and conftde in each other. In answer tc
assertion, 1 can say, 1 never loved ar
confided in any people more than my fe

critics. Not, indeed, without alternatives slaves. . . . We never undertook to do

ndividualism’is a novel expression, to which a novel idea has given
fathers were only acquainted with égoisme (selfishness). Self-

ishness is a passionate and exaggerated love of self, which leads a man
to connect everything with himself and to prefer himself to everything in
the world. Individualism is a mature and calm feeling, which disposes
each member of the community to sever himself from the mass of his
fellows and to draw apart with his family and his friends, so that after
he has thus formed a little circle of his own, he willingly leaves society
at large to itself. Selfishness originates in blind instinct; individualism
proceeds from erroneous judgment more than from depraved feelings; it
originates as much in deficiencies of mind as in perversity of heart.

Selfishness blights the germ of all virtue; individualism, at first, only
saps the virtues of public life; but in the long run it attacks and destroys
all others and is at length absorbed in downright selfishness. Selfishness
is a vice as old as the wotld, which does not belong to one form of soci-
ety more than to another; individualism is of democratic origin, and it
threatens to spread in the same ratio as the equality of condition. .

As social conditions become more equal, the number of persons in-
creases who, although they are neither rich nor powerful enough to ex-
ercise any great influence over their fellows, have nevertheless acquired
or retained sufficient education and fortune to satisfy their own wants.
They* owe nothing to any man, they expect nothing from any man; they
acquire the habit of always considering themselves as standing alone, and
they are apt to imagine that their whole destiny is in their own hands.

Thus not only does democracy make every man forget his ancestors,
but it hides his descendants and separates his contemporaries from him; |
it throws him back forever upon himself alone and threatens in the end
to confine him entirely within the solitude of his own heart.

Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, Pant 11, 1840
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Unbelievers in Europe attack Christians more as politica|
enemies than as religious opponents; they detest faith more as a
party opinion than as a mistaken doctrine; when they reject the
priest, it is less as a representative of God than as a friend of
authority.

In Europe, Christianity has allowed itself to be closely linked
with the powers of this world. Today these powers are collapsing
and it is virtually buried beneath their ruins. It has become a
living body tied to the dead; if the bonds holding it were cut, it
would rise again.

I do not know what would have to be done to restore youthful
energy to European Christianity. God alone could do this; but
at least it depends upon men to leave to faith the deployment of
all the strength it still has,

R

HOW THE'EDUCATION, HABITS AND PRACTICAL
EXPERI OF: ICANS CONTRIBUTE TO
THE SUCCESS OF DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS

it B i R e

i AR L

What must be understood by the education of the American
people—In the United States the human mind has received
a training much less extensive than in Europe—No one has
remained uneducated— Why—The speed at which opinions
circulate in the half-populated states of the West— How
practical experience is of more use to Americans than
book-learning.

Throughout this book I have reminded readers of the influence
which the education and habits of the Americans have had upon
the maintenance of their political institutions, Therefore, it now
remains for me to add little new to that.

Up until now America has had only a small number of note-
worthy authors, no grear historians, and not a single poet, Its
inhabitants look upon real literature with disapproval and any
third-rank European town publishes annually more literary
works that the twenty-four states of the Union put together.

The American mind keeps its distance from general ideas and
does not direct its attention to theoretical discoveries. Neither
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solitics nor industry inspires such a course. In the United States
jew laws constantly appear on the statute books but no great
riters have yet inquired into the general principles of these
aws.
Americans have legal experts and commentators butno p
sts and in politics they give examples for the world to follow
without teaching it anything.

The same is true for the mechanical arts.
. In America, European inventions are shrewdly adopted and,
when they have been perfected, they are adapted with admirable
kill to the country’s needs. Men are industrious but they do not
oster the science of industry. Good workmen exist but few
nventors. Fulton® hawked his genius around for many years
mong foreign nations before he could devote himself to his
own country.
Anyone wishing to ascertain the state of education among the
- Anglo-Americans has to view the same facts from two different
-angles. If he concentrates upon the learned, he will be surprised
“at how few there are; if he counts up the uneducated, the
Americans will strike him as the most enlightened nation in the
-world. -
The entire population falls between these two extremes, as [
have already noted elsewhere.

In New England, each citizen learns the elementary concepts
of human knowledge; beyond that he is taught the doctrines
and evidence of his religion. He undergoes instruction on the
history of his country and the principal features of its consti-
tution. In Connecticut and Massachusetts you will seldom find
a man who has only an inadequate knowledge of these things
and anyone completely unaware of them is quite an oddity.

When I compare the Greek and Roman republics with that of
America and the former’s libraries full of manuscripts and their
rude population with the latter’s thousand newspapers and its
educated people, when I think of all the efforts made to judge
the latter in the light of the former and to anticipate what will
happen today by studying what happened two thousand years
ago, I am tempted to burn my books in order to apply only
brand new ideas in such a newly formed society.

Mew 1DEAS
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However, what I am saying about New England should not
be applied in some vague sense to the Union as a whole. The
further west or south one goes, the less extensive are the edu-
cational opportunities, In those states bordering the Gulf of
Mexico,’ just as in our countries, there are a certain number of
individuals to be found who are uninstructed in the rudiments
of human knowledge but you would be hard pressed to find a
single district in the United States which was sunk in complete
ignorance, The reason for this is simple: European nations
emerged from the Dark Ages and barbarism to move toward

some have run ahead, others have done no more than walk;
several have plowed to a halt and still sleep upon the way.
w This has not happened in the United States,
. The Anglo-Americans settled upon the land their descendants
,  Now occupy in a completely civilized state; they did not need to
- be educated; it was enough that they should not forget. Now, it
. isthesons of these very same Americans who annually transport
,.h their homes into the wilds and take with them the knowledge
©  they have already acquired and a respect for learning,
'Education has made them realize the usefulness of instruction
and has persuaded them to pass on this same instruction to their
children. In the United States, society had no infancy; it was
N born a fully grown man.
L~ Americans never use the word “peasant” because they have
no concept for the word to express; the ignorance of primitive
times, rural simplicity, and rustic village life have not been
preserved with them and they are unacquainted with the virtues,
the vices, the crude manners, and the naive charms of a civiliz-
ation in its earliest stages.
t the extreme borders of the confederated states, where
the edges of society and the wilds meet, a population of bold
adventurers who have fled from the poverty threatening them
beneath their fathers’ roofs have not been afraid to plunge into
the deserted areas of America in order to seek a new homeland.
_As soon as the pioneer arrives in his place of refuge, he hurriedly
cuts down trees and erects a cabin in the forest. There is no
more wretched sight than these remote homesteads. The evening

civilization and education, Their progress has been uneven:-
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traveler approaches from far off to see "Fm gleam an r.mmm_ﬂw mmh..m@
‘through the chinks in the walls and mﬁ.:_m? if the eME 3 ﬂm._m
he hears the noise of the branches moving on ﬂ_g.m roof ami  the
forest trees. Who would not suppose that this poor cot mmn
sheltered some coarse and uneducated people? .Ioﬁné_.w o_.mm
- should not assume a connection vn:.a.na: the v._ononw an =
- place of refuge. All about him is primitive and .s.__m_ w numﬁ ¢
= s the result, so to speak, of eighteen centuries o_m wor Ew m
z experience. He wears the nHo&nm m:.a speaks }w Wmmcmmw o
-~ towns; he is aware of the past, is curious about t e ”.Enmuams
is ready to argue about the present Em.a a very n._nw: E_n s
prepared t0 take up a temporary home in the _éoww_m_ plu mm :m
into the wilderness of the New World with his Bible, axe,
I'S. . ) .

:mmmwwﬂmmnc_ﬂ to imagine the mshu_..m&_u_m speed with which ideas
i i empty spaces. v
n_uw_.%wﬂw% wﬂwwﬁ n_mmﬂ wwnr a great Eﬁazn.nn:.m_ activity ﬂmwwm
place in the most educated and vows_ﬁnmn_ districts of m_.mnnm..

It cannot be doubted that, in m..a United States, &n m&:nm:ﬂm
of the people powerfully contributes to the maintenance

6. have traveled a certain distance of the frontiers om. the United States in a
. sort of open cart called the mail nomn_...xcww %:m =___m”ﬂ inm M”M,MM M“M MMM
1l marked through huge
at speed along roads not very we /] i
e my driver lighte
trees; when the gloom became impenetrabl T
of larch and, illuminated by them, we continued o H
i i ds which was the post office.
ime we came across a cottage in the woo :
m%sw postman dropped an enormous bundle of letters at the door of nrﬂ_w
isolated dwelling and continued on our journey at m.cc .mp:oum _nm_”_._nm «ﬂw n
the inhabitants of that neighborhood the responsibility of ferching ¢
part of the treasure. .
7 mw HH mw 2 each inhabitant of Michigan gave 1 wﬂsnn NM. centimes hw me HMMMM
. i i i rance § centi
office revenue and each inhabitant of the Floridas 1 ‘ : i
ar each inhabitant of the
National Calendar, 1833, p. 244.) In the same ye s
i rate for the same
t du Nord paid 1 franc 4 centimes to the s
WMWMMM“JMH." the nozﬁ_wm général de l'administration mﬂu mxnammumsn_..mmm_uw_
. ichi his time still had no more than seve -
S dmailberl gy ida, five. Education was less widespread
tants per square league and Florida, five. ; ol o il
d commercial activity less extensive in those two .
Mﬂ.}n states of the Union, whereas the Département du Zo_.mwiim_ uiow
individuals per square league, is one of the most educated and mos
industrialized parts of France.




the democratic republic. That will always be so, in my view,
wherever education to enlighten the mind is not separated from
that responsible for teaching morality.

However, I exaggerate in no way this advantage and I am still
more reluctant to believe, unlike many Europeans, that teaching
men to read and write is enough to turn them immediately into
citizens.

_~True wisdom is mainly born of experience and, if Americans
had not gradually become used to self-government, the literary
knowledge they possess would not presently be any help at all
n bringing success.

I have lived for some time among the people in the United
States and I cannot express how much I admire their experience
and common sense,

Do not invite an American to speak about Europe; he will
“usually display great presumption and a rather ridiculous arro-
_gance, He will merely express those vague and general ideas
which, in all countries, are such a comfort to the uneducated.

But ask him about his own country and you will see the mist
clouding his mind melt away at once; his language and his
thought will become lucid, sharp, and precise, he will inform
you of his rights and how hehas to exercise them; he will know
the principles which govern the world of politics. You will see
that he knows about administrative regulations and that he has
familiarized himself with the workings of the law. The citizen
of the United States has not drawn this useful knowledge and
positive ideas from books: his literary education may have pre-
pared him to receive them but it has not provided them.

An American gains his knowledge of the laws from his partici-
pation in legislation: he becomes educated about the formalities
of government from governing. The great work of society is
performed daily beneath his gaze and, so to speak, in his grasp.

In the United States, the general thrust of education is directed
toward political life; in Europe, its main aim is to fit men for
private life, as the citizens’ involvement in public affairs is too
rare an event for anything to be done about it in advance.

: As soon as you glance at these two social systems, these
3 differences are obvious even from the outside.
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In Europe we often introduce ideas and _umr_mio_.. from our
private life into our public life and as our experience is to move
quickly from the family circle to the government of the state,
we are often observed discussing the great concerns of society
in the same way that we talk to our friends. .

In contrast, Americans almost m_émv‘m carry the r.m:u:m of
public life over into their private lives, dSﬂ.r them, the ._n_num ofa
jury surfaces in playground games and parliamentary rituals are
observed even in the organization of a banquet.

-

AWS CONTRIBUTE MORE TO THE
MAINTE CE OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
IN THE UNITED STATES THAN PHYSICAL
CONDITIONS OF THE COUNTRY AND CUSTOMS
EVEN MORE THAN LAWS

All the peoples of America enjoy a %SOnEAn state of
society— Yet democratic institutions only exist among
Anglo-Americans—The Spaniards of South America
equally favored by geography as the >:w~o->§mw§zm are
not able to sustain a democratic republic—Mexico, which
has adopted the constitution of the United States cannot do
so—The Anglo-Americans in the West find greater
difficulty in maintaining it than those in the East—Reasons
for these differences.
,||1\f_,

I have said that the maintenance of democratic institutions in | /o
the United States must be attributed to circumstances, laws, mnc G,
oms. c
ncwwomﬁ Europeans know only the first of these three causes and
give it an undue weight of importance.’ . .

Itis true that Anglo-Americans have brought equality of socia
conditions into the New World. You will never come across
either commoners or nobles in their ranks; E.omn.mﬂonm_ preju-
dices have always been as unknown as prejudices of birth.

8. At this point I remind the reader of the general .Bg:mnm i_:nm. I msﬁ_
to the word customs: namely that collection of ia__nnEm_ and mora
characteristics which men bring to the social condition.
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The state of society being thus democratic, democracy had no
ydifficulty in establishing its authority.

But this fact is not peculiar to the United States; almost
all American colonies were founded by men equal amongst
themselves or who became so when they settled there. Not a

single part of the New World exists where Europeans have been
able to create an aristocracy.

Nevertheless, democratic institutions prosper only in the
United States.

The American Union has no enemies to fight. It is as solitary
in the wilderness as an island in the ocean.

Yet, to the Spaniards of South America, nature gave a similar
isolation which did not prevent them from maintaining armies.
They have waged war between themselves when foreign enemies
did not exist. Only the Anglo-American democracy has so far
been able to remain peaceful. T

The territory of the Union provides limitless scope to human
activity: it offers inexhaustible supplies for industry and labor.
The love of wealth, therefore, replaces ambition and prosperity
quenches the fires of party disputes.

But where in the world do you come across more fertile
wildernesses, broader rivers, and more untouched and in-
exhaustible wealth than in South America? Yet, South America,
is unable to sustain a democracy. If all that was needed for
nations to be happy was to be placed in a corner of the universe
where they could spread out at will over unpopulated areas,
then the Spaniards of South America would have no need to
complain about their lot. And even if they were not enjoying
the same happiness as the inhabitants of the United States, they
ought at least to arouse the envy of European nations. However,
there are no nations on the earth as wretched as those in South
America,

Thus, physical causes not only fail to bring similar results in
South and North America but, in the case of the former, they
cannot even achieve anything which is superior to what we see
in Europe, where geography works against them.

Physical causes, therefore, do not influence the destiny of
nations as extensively as is supposed.
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A

. " have met men in New England prepared to abandon their

homeland, where they might have gained a comfortable _::sm_v
to seek their fortune in the wilderness. Nearby I saw the m_.gM h
Canadians crowded in an area too narrow m.:. %9..: Erﬂm w e
same wilderness lay close at hand; the nmnma_mn paid as hig rm
price for land as he would have done in France, whereas the
United States immigrant obtained a whole estate for the price
days’ work.
oﬁmwfunmﬁw? in presenting Europeans with the empty lands
of the New World, offers them something they do not always
to use. .
wuHcM.ww Maﬁe.rm_. peoples of America enjoying mwa same E._.ww_nm_
conditions of prosperity as the >=m_.o->:_nznm.=m but wit o_E
their laws and customs, and these nations are miserable. >_=m_o-
American laws and customs represent, therefore, .n.rn ﬁwncnw ar
and predominant reason, which I have been seeking, for their
B
mnmu%wnww_.. from claiming that American laws possess an absolute
excellence, nor do I believe that they are m_um.__nmv_m to all n_nn.so.
cratic nations and there are several of them, even in the Un
ich seem dangerous. T
mnwmnmmﬂuwmw_”m“. it nmznmoﬁ be denied that >82mn.m= Hnm_m_ﬂz.om,
all in all, is well adapted to the genius of the nation which it is
intended to govern and to the nature of the country.

the success of the democratic government In

‘principal cause) If they

great part of .
America but I do not believe they are t

Americans than the geography of the country, Istill have reasons
to think that they have less i nce than customs.
" Federal laws make up, of course, the mosti
United States legislation., . .
Mexico, which is as fortunately situated as the Anglo
American Union, has adopted these same laws but cannot get
i t.
used to a democratic form of governmen
There is, therefore, another reason, apart from .mnom_.mn_._w,
and laws, which enables democracy to rule in the United mnmam.
But this is where another more powerful proof emerges:

American laws are, therefore, good and must accousit for a ™\

)

seem to me to have more influence over the social happiness of” 74
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Almost all the inhabitants of the Union have sprung from the
| same stock, speak the same language, pray to God in the same
way, experience the same physical conditions, and obey the

. me laws.
Jrv mu&.m_...o where must the observable differences come from?
P Why, in the East of the Union, does the republican govern-
ﬁ 7

<.~ mentappear strong and orderly, proceeding with mature delib-

X N\ eration? What imprints a character of wisdom and durability
{ 2 upon all its acts?
\ 7 On the other hand, why, in the states of the West, do social
,W\ authorities proceed so haphazardly?

Why, in the activity of public affairs, is there something
disorderly, passionate, and, one might almost say, feverish,
which does not augur well for a long future?

I am no longer comparing Anglo-Americans with foreign
nations but am contrasting them with each other, as I seek to
understand why they are not alike. At this point, all arguments
drawn from the nature of the country and the difference in legal
systems are irrelevant. Some other reason must be sought and
where shall I find it, if not in a nation’s customs?

It is in the East that the Anglo-Americans have been longest
accustomed to democratic government and that they have
shaped the habit ceived-the ideas which most favor its
i Democracy has gradually permeated their n::fm.,z_
toms, opinions, and social habits; it is to _pn/m.osnm in every aspect
of social life as much as in the laws, It is {i-the-East that the
iteFary studyand practicatedueation of the nation have reached

the height of perfection and that religion has joined forces most

closely with liberty. What are all these usages, opinions, habits,
beliefs, if they are not what I have named “customs”?

/~ But in the West, some of these advantages are still absent.
Many Americans of the western states were born in the woods
and they mix the ideas and customs of primitive life with the

ivilization of their fathers. Among them passions are more

< violent, religious n morality has_less authority, ideas are less
formed. There men have less control over each other for they
scarcely know each other. To a certain degree, therefore, the
people of the West exhibit the inexperience and disorderly habits

e
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f emerging nations, Even %msmr these western societies are
formed from old elements, their arrangement is new. e

Thus, of all Americans, it is especially the nsmno_am M -
cans of the United States which make them capable o _”_._ﬁuvm:mm
ing a democratic government; and it is customs again that ¢ -
the various Anglo-American democracies to be more or

rly and prosperous. \

o_.mwnwvmmnm EMR?NP exaggerate a,.m influence of mwmmnmuww
on the duration of democratic institutions. Too muc _E.Hm% ®
ance is attributed to legislation m.nn_ too little to ncmﬁo_ﬂm. ﬂwoF
three major causes serve unquestionably to regulate an ncmn o
American democracy; but if I had to range them Mw ﬁ.z._ M.o:
would say that physical causes contribute less than legisla
and legislation less than customs.

Tam convinced that the luckiest of geographical-conditions

| of poor customs, whereas the latter can still EHM even the most
it antage. -
itions and the worst laws to adv
/,f@mméumzo conditions and

THe importance of customs mm a commonly held Mnﬁr mﬁ%:ﬁm
are constantly brought back to it nr.zwcmv study an mwum: ; m_w
I find that it occupies a central position in my thoughts an

i ad me to it. . ;
BwH %.,.n,.wam MM:\ one more comment to add on this m_._ww.nnﬂ. =

If, in the course of this book, I have not succeede in ..mon 3
ing the reader of the importance [ wﬂnmnr to ﬂwmﬂmmmmwwwwﬂow
_ence, behavior, opinions, mz.nr in a word, m_ M cu oms o
Americans in maintaining their laws, I have failed in

objective I set myself in writing it.

e ——

WHETHER LAWS AND CUSTOMS WOULD BE
ENOUGH TO MAINTAIN DEMOCRATIC
INSTITUTIONS IN ANY OTHER COUNTRY
THAN AMERICA

Anglo-Americans, if transported to Europe, EQMEM ﬁwﬂﬂ

. modify their laws—A distinction .e_am to wm_ia. e be apen

democratic institutions and American im:nx&oamhl. ;
can imagine democratic laws better than, or at leas

——

" and the best laws are unable to uphold a constitution in the face

)
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ready to unite their efforts for this purpose. It is thus a daily
surprise to see the huge works achieved without difficulty by a
nation which has, so to speak, no wealthy people. The Ameri-
cans arrived but yesterday upon the ground they inhabit, bur
already have turned the natural order inside out, to their finan-
cial advantage. They have joined the Hudson and Mississippi
rivers and linked the Atlantic to the Gulf of Mexico across a
continent of more than twelve hundred miles separating the two
seas. The longest railroads ever constructed up until the present
are in America.

But what strikes me most in the United States is not the
extraordinary size of a few projects; it is the countless numbers
of small ones.

Almost all the farmers in the United States have incorporated
some trade into agriculture; most of them have made their
agricultural career into a business.

It is rare for an American farmer to settle forever on the land
he occupies. In the new provinces of the West in particular, a
field is cleared for its sale not its cultivation; a farmhouse is built
in anticipation that as the state of the country will soon be
changed by an increase in population, a good price may be
obtained for it.

Every year, a swarm of inhabitants comes down from the
North to the South to settle in the lands where cotton and
sugar cane grow. These men cultivate the earth with the aim of
producing wealth within only a few years and they are already
looking forward to the time when they will be able to return
home to their native land to enjoy the comfortable living they
have earned. Thus, Americans transfer to agriculture the spirit
of business and their industrial passion is displayed there as
elsewhere,

Americans make great progress in industry because they are
all engaged in it at once. For this same reason they are subject
to very unexpected and formidable crises.

As they all follow commercial careers, trade is exposed to so
many complex influences that the snags which may arise are
impossible to foresee. Since every single one of them is more or
less involved in industry, at the slightest shock experienced by
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10w AN ARISTOCRACY MAY EMERGE F

i | nd the
usiness all private fortunes stumb ne a

ins to totter. _ .
ananMmﬁ that the recurrence of industriar craoe. 30 Q.M_Q_En
ickness for all democracies in our day. It can be made MH
angerous but not completely cured because it ao.mmrnoﬁ s :
~¢-om an accident but from the very temperament of such nations.

CHAPTER 20

HOW AN ARISTOCRACY MAY
EMERGE FROM INDUSTRY

rs industrial development
e ot ro.é mnmzmw.wnwrwowwnawmn of industrialists. We
shall see by what out of the way road industry could, in its turn,

i ck to aristocracy.

:mmmmsmwwwﬂé_&m& that when a worker spends every @ww
-solely upon one Eogmw.:mmsnnm_ items are produced more eastly,
~rapi conomically. .

4 _..mmﬁ_wﬁ_w%éammm mnwsos__nmm& that the larger the scale on ir_nﬂ
an industrial undertaking is conducted ,.z:r large man.,_ﬁﬂﬁm o
capital and extensive credit, the nrnmmn_. its products wi w.

" These truths had long been perceived but they have mns_
proved truein our day. They have already been mvvrmﬂ_ to Mﬁﬂnm
- very important industries and smaller ones have exploited them

in their turn,
- 1see nothing in
~ concern to the legislator

mn_m_mwmr a craftsman is constantly m.E.._ solely engaged wmon %m
- making of one single object, he :_samn.m_w performs w is éo_.na
~ with unusual dexterity; but at ﬂrn.mmao time, he loses the mamwn
capacity to apply his concentration on the way rw is éow ; mmv,
Day by day, he gains in skill but is less industrious; %:m m <_omn
that as he, the workman, improves, SO does he, the man,

his self-respect.

the political world which should Wn. of &8.9.
than these two axioms of industrial

A
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As conditions become more and more equal in the body of
e nation, the need for manufactured products is universal and
er greater; the cheap prices which bring goods within the
‘reach of modest fortunes become a great ingredient of success.
Richer and better educated men emerge daily to devote their
ealth and knowledge to industry; by opening great workshops
—with a strict division of labor they seek to satisfy the new
- demands which are evident on all sides.

Thus, as the mass of the nation turns to democracy, the
particular class which runs industry becomes more aristocratic,
Men resemble each other more in one context and appear
increasingly different in another; inequality grows in the smaller
social group as it reduces in society at large.

- Thus it is that, when we trace things back to their source, a
- natural impulse appears to be prompting the emergence of an
aristocracy from the very heart of democracy.

But that aristocracy is not like any that preceded it.

In the first place, you will notice that it is an exception, a
monstrosity in the general fabric of society, since it applies only
to industry and a few industrial professions.

The small aristocratic societies formed by certain industries
inside the immense democratic whole of our day contain,
as they did in the great aristocracies of ancient times, some
men who are very wealthy and a multitude who are wretchedly
poor.

These poor men have few ways of escaping from their social
conditions to become rich but the wealthy are constantly becom-
ing poor or leave the world of business after realizing their
profits. Thus, the elements which form the poorer classes are
virtually fixed but those that produce the richer classes are not
so. In fact, although there are rich men, richer classes do not
exist, for the wealthy do not share a common spirit or objective
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or traditions or hopes; there are individual members, therefore
but no definite corporate body.

Not only are the rich not firmly united to each other, but you
can also say that no true link exists between rich and poor.

They are not forever fixed, one close to the other; moment by
moment, self-interest pulls them together, only to separate them
later. The worker depends upon the employer in general but not
on any particular employer. These two men see each other at
the factory but do not know each other anywhere else; and
while they have one point of contact, in all other respects they
keep their distance. The industrialist only asks the worker for
his labor and the latter only expects his wages. The one is not
committed to protect, nor the other to defend; they are not
linked in any permanent way, either by habit or duty.

This business aristocracy seldom lives among the industrial
population it manages; it aims not to rule them but to use them.

An aristocracy so constituted cannot have a great hold over
its employees and, even if it succeeded in grabbing them for a
moment, they escape soon enough. It does not know what it
wants and cannot act.

The landed aristocracy of past centuries was obliged by law,
or believed itself obliged by custom, to help its servants and to
relieve their distress. However, this present industrial aristoc-
racy, having impoverished and brutalized the men it exploits,
leaves public charity to feed them in times of crisis. This is a
natural consequence of what has been said before. Between the
worker and employer, there are many points of contact but no
real relationship.

Generally speaking, I think that the industrial aristocracy
which we see rising before our eyes is one of the most harsh ever
to appear on the earth; but at the same time, it is one of the
most restrained and least dangerous.

However, this is the direction in which the friends of
democracy should constantly fix their anxious gaze; for if ever
aristocracy and the permanent inequality of social conditions
were to infiltrate the world once again, it is predictable that this
is the door by which they would enter.
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