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•1st Successful overthrow of a Foreign Government 

• Widespread bribery in order to gain access to Iranian oil
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Cuba gained its independence on Jan. 28, 
1909, when U.S. troops marched out of 
Havana and most of Cuba (but retained the 
Guantanamo Bay naval base, which the 
U.S. still occupies today.)

In 1952, Fulgencio
Batista overthrew the 
government and installed 
himself as dictator in 1958, a young lawyer, Fidel Castro led a 

group of peasants and middle-class 
Cubans in a successful revolt against 
Batista.
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How close have we come to nuclear war??
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October 14, 1962, US U2 spy plane takes photos 
of suspected USSR missile sites on Cuba
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Day 1, Oct 16



Day 2: American military units begin moving to bases 
in the Southeastern U.S. as intelligence photos from 
another U-2 flight show additional sites; and 16 to 32 
missiles.



Day 3, By October 
18, the president 
and his advisers 
weighed only two 
options: blockade 
or invasion.



Day 7, October 22
Kennedy announced the discovery of the missiles and  his 
decision to blockade Cuba and that any attack launc hed 
from Cuba would be regarded as an attack on the US by the 
USSR and demanded that the Soviets remove all of th eir 
offensive weapons from Cuba. 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W50RNAbmy3M
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Day 13, Oct 28

Radio Moscow announces that the Soviet Union has 
accepted the proposed solution and releases the tex t of 
a Khrushchev letter affirming that the missiles wil l be 
removed in exchange for a non-invasion pledge from 
the United States.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H5ZzL9KsyPY


