
PPT: Cold War Foreign Policy 

How did the United States use the CIA to fight 

the Cold War? 



The CIA
• Created by the National 

Security Act of 1947 

– Mainly responsible for 

intelligence abroad. 

• Two parts: 

– collection and analysis of 

data 

– covert operations

During the Cold War CIA covert 

operations became the 

“hidden hand” of U.S. foreign 

policy.
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The U-2 Incident
• May 1, 1960: CIA agent Francis Gary Powers’ 

U-2, was shot down by Soviet missile.

• Powers was unable to activate plane's self-

destruct mechanism before he parachuted to 

the ground, right into the hands of the KGB.

• When US learned of Powers' disappearance 

over USSR, it issued a cover statement 

claiming that a "weather plane" crashed after 

its pilot had "difficulties with his oxygen 

equipment." 

•US officials did not realize: 

– Plane crashed intact, 

– Soviets recovered its photography 

equipment

– Captured Powers, whom they 

interrogated  extensively for months 

before he made a "voluntary confession" 

and public apology for  his part in US 

espionage 



1953 Coup in Iran

•1st Successful overthrow of a Foreign Government 

• Widespread bribery in order to gain access to Iranian oil

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pW_Rbka6eZ8



Cuba gained its independence on Jan. 28, 
1909, when U.S. troops marched out of 

Havana and most of Cuba (but retained the 
Guantanamo Bay naval base, which the 

U.S. still occupies today.)

In 1952, Fulgencio
Batista overthrew the 

government and installed 
himself as dictator in 1958, a young lawyer, Fidel Castro led a 

group of peasants and middle-class 

Cubans in a successful revolt against 
Batista.



• US ally, US businesses & US military base (Guantanamo)

• 1959, Fidel Castro overthrows Batista (US-backed dictator), 

establishing Communist government.

• Castro takes over US businesses.

• Increasing friction between the US and Castro's communist 

regime led President Eisenhower to break off diplomatic 

relations with Cuba in January 1961. 
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The Bay of Pigs Invasion

• an unsuccessful attempt by US-backed Cuban exiles to 
overthrow the government of the Cuban dictator Fidel Castro. 

• Prior to the invasion, the CIA had been training anti-
revolutionary Cuban  exiles for a possible invasion of the 
island. 

• On April 17, 1961 about 1300 exiles, armed with US weapons, 
landed at the Bahía de Cochinos (Bay of Pigs) on the southern 
coast of Cuba hoping for support from locals. 
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The Bay of Pigs Invasion
� Consequently, the invasion was stopped by Castro's army. 

� The failure of the invasion seriously embarrassed the 
Kennedy administration. 

� Some critics blamed Kennedy for not giving it adequate 
support

� Others blamed Kennedy for allowing it to take place at all. 

� Additionally, the invasion made Castro wary of the US and 
was convinced that the Americans would try to take over the 
Cuba again. 

Cuban leader Fidel Castro watches events during 
the Bay of Pigs Invasion.





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8qXZp8bxpNY



How close have we come to nuclear war??



1962196219621962



In April 1962, Soviet Premier Khrushchev deployed missiles in 
Cuba to provide a deterrent to a potential US attack against the 
USSR. 

Meanwhile, Fidel Castro was looking for a way to defend his 
island nation from an attack by the US. Ever since the failed Bay 
of Pigs invasion in 1961, Castro felt a second attack was 
inevitable. Consequently, he approved of Khrushchev's plan to 
place missiles on the island. In the summer of 1962 the USSR 
secretly installed the missiles. 



October 14, 1962, US U2 spy plane takes photos 
of suspected USSR missile sites on Cuba





13 Days

Oct 16-28



ExComm – Executive Committee of the National Security Council

Discussions begin on how to respond to the challenge. Two 

principal courses are offered: an air strike and invasion, or a naval 

quarantine with the threat of further military action.

Day 1, Oct 16



Day 2: American military units begin moving to bases 
in the Southeastern U.S. as intelligence photos from 

another U-2 flight show additional sites; and 16 to 32 
missiles.



Day 3, By October 
18, the president 

and his advisers 
weighed only two 
options: blockade 
or invasion.



Day 7, October 22

Kennedy announced the discovery of the missiles and his 

decision to blockade Cuba and that any attack launched 

from Cuba would be regarded as an attack on the US by the 

USSR and demanded that the Soviets remove all of their 
offensive weapons from Cuba. 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W50RNAbmy3M

Day 7, Oct 22 

Kennedy imposed a blockade around Cuba





Nikita Khrushchev Fidel Castro

Day  11

Castro’s Letter to Khrushchev

• What is Castro asking Khrushchev to do? What are the 

implications of his request for Cuba, the United States, 

the Soviet Union, and the world?



Nikita Khrushchev

John F. Kennedy

Day 12

Read Letters



Day 13, Oct 28

Radio Moscow announces that the Soviet Union has 

accepted the proposed solution and releases the text of 

a Khrushchev letter affirming that the missiles will be 
removed in exchange for a non-invasion pledge from 

the United States.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H5ZzL9KsyPY


