


Tensions related to slavery would eventually lead to war.

Free and slave states before the Civil War.



Specifically, the right of states to decide on the issue of slavery.

Free and slave states before the Civil War.



In 1819, there were 11 slave states and 11 free 

states. Admitting a state would upset the balance 

in the Senate. Missouri wanted to become a new 

state in the Union. 

Should Missouri be a slave state or free state?



In 1819, there were:

11 free states      

11 slave states

11 11

+1

11 12



� That same year, Maine 

sought statehood.

� The Senate agreed 

that Maine would enter 

the Union as a free 

state and Missouri 

would enter as a slave 

state. Slave

Free



Free States Slave States

1. New York

2. New Jersey

3. Connecticut

4. Rhode Island

5. Pennsylvania

6. New Hampshire

7. Vermont

8. Massachusetts

9. Ohio

10.Indiana

11.Illinois

12. Maine (Missouri Compromise, 

1820)

1. Virginia

2. Kentucky

3. Maryland

4. Delaware

5. North Carolina

6. South Carolina

7. Georgia

8. Alabama

9. Mississippi

10.Louisiana

11.Tennessee 

12.Missouri (Missouri Compromise, 

1820)



In addition, the latitude line 36-30 was created, 

dividing the North as free and the South as slave. 





Free States Slave States

1. New York

2. New Jersey

3. Connecticut

4. Rhode Island

5. Pennsylvania

6. New Hampshire

7. Vermont

8. Massachusetts

9. Ohio

10.Indiana

11.Illinois

12. Maine (Missouri Compromise, 

1820)

13.Michigan

14.Wisconsin

15.Iowa

1. Virginia

2. Kentucky

3. Maryland

4. Delaware

5. North Carolina

6. South Carolina

7. Georgia

8. Alabama

9. Mississippi

10.Louisiana

11.Tennessee 

12.Missouri (Missouri Compromise, 

1820)

13.Arkansas

14.Florida

15.Texas



Mexican- American War (1846-48)

� Defeated, under the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo (Feb 2, 

1848), Mexico hands over to the U.S. what is now CA, NV, 

UT, AZ, NM, and part of CO and WY.



In 1849, there were 15 slave states and 

15 free states. California wanted to 

become a new state in the Union. 

Should California be a slave state or 

free state?



• Wanted California to be 

a free state.

• Let’s compromise!
California will be a free 

state, but the North 

must pass the Fugitive 

Slave Law



Compromise of 1850

In addition, the Fugitive Slave Act was passed, 
which required all citizens (including 
Northerners) to assist in the return of runaway 
slaves.





� Harriet Beecher Stowe, who 

was an abolitionist, wrote a 

book called Uncle Tom’s 

Cabin in 1852 to speak 

against the Fugitive Slave 

Law.

� The book showed the 

horrible conditions of slavery 

and increased northern 

protest against the Fugitive 

Slave Act.



Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854)

� Allowed the Kansas and Nebraska territories to use 

popular sovereignty to vote on whether to permit slavery 

� allowed people to decide for themselves.

� this act nullified the Missouri Compromise





� Dred Scott sued for 

his freedom after his 

owner died.

� Scott’s argument was 

that because his 

owner had taken him 

North into free 

territory for four 

years, he therefore 

was freed.



Dred Scott v. Sanford (1857):  Supreme Court rules that enslaved people are property 

protected by law in every state, that the enslaved are not entitled to use the courts, and 

that slaves and their descendants can never be citizens. 


