
Liberal political thought 
1. a tendency to favor change


2. faith in human reason


3. willingness to use government to improve the 
human condition


4. preference for individual freedom but 
ambivalence about economic freedom


5. greater optimism about human nature than 
conservatives


Conservative political 
thought 
1.  resistance to change


2. reverence for tradition and a distrust of human 
reason


3. rejection of the use of government to improve 
the human condition— ambivalence regarding 
governmental activity for other purposes


4. preference for individual freedom but 
willingness to limit freedom to maintain traditional 
values


5. anti-egalitarianism—distrust of human nature

Democracy Elements 
Types of liberty 

It is more difficult to define types of liberty than 
types of equality but, loosely, civil rights include 
the following specific liberties or freedoms:

1.  the right to vote

2. freedom of speech

3. freedom of the press

 4. freedom of assembly

5. freedom of religion

6. freedom of movement

7. freedom from arbitrary treatment by the 
political and legal system


The 7 things that holds americans together  

1. common language

2. egalitarianism

3. economic abundance

4. xenophobia-anti-European ideas

5. Tradition of Loyal opposition

6. Separation of Church and State

7. Northwest Ordinance


Ideas for long-
term study of 

America, can you 
do it? 

We have ideas that we need to remember all 
year, especially when you become voters in 
our Democracy.  Voting Equality at the ballot 
box entails the following:   

• 1. Each individual must have reasonably 
easy access to the place of voting.  

• 2. Each person must be free to cast his or 
her own vote as he or she wishes.  

• 3. Each vote must be given exactly the same 
weight when counted.



Know about Race 
Professor Horton 
s a y s : We a r e a 
society based on 
principles literally to 
die for. Principles 
that are so wonderful it brings tears 
to your eyes. But we are a society 
that so often allows itself to ignore 
those principles. We live in a kind of 
heightened state of anxiety because 
we know we aren't what we could 
be or what we say we are.


3 documents 
that make us 
Americans!

Declaration of Independence  
Four Principles of Government  
Principle 1 All people are created equal. 

Principle 2 All people have basic rights that cannot 
be taken away. 

Principle 3 The government gets its power to make 
decisions and to protect rights from the people. 

Principle 4 When the government does not protect 
the rights of the people, the people have the right to 
change or remove the government. 

United States 
Constitution  
This is the law of the 
land.  We are a country 
that follows written 
laws, not ideas that are 
arbitrary and capricious 
actions that are made 
up by people at any 
moment.

Bill of Rights 

These ideas were 
debated between the 
Federalist and Anti-
Federalists by 1787.  We 
will be spending time on 
these on every chapter.

Ten Things Everyone Should 
Try to see how these 
ideas can change how 
we work with one 
another and change 
relations to all the 
people in our lives.  
H i s t o r y c a n t r u l y 
change the way we 
think about anything.


