
Objectives:

� Why opinions were divided about the proposed new 
Constitution?

� How the views of the Anti-Federalist differed from the 
Federalist?

� How the Bill of Rights enhanced the Constitution? 



Federalists
•Supported the Constitution

• Included many framers 

(Washington, Hamilton, 

Madison)

• Strongest in urban areas

• Supported by those in 

favor of a strong central 

government

• Supported by merchants, 

skilled workers, laborers

Anti-Federalists
•Opposed the Constitution

• Included Patrick Henry, Samuel 

Adams, Richard Henry Lee

• Strongest in rural areas

• Opposed a strong central government

• Concerned the Constitution didn’t 

include a bill of rights

Alexander Hamilton

Patrick Henry



� Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, 
and John Jay – under the pen name 
“Publius,” they wrote a series of 85 
essays designed to win the support for 
the Constitution. 

� Federalist Papers – over 7 months
� Analyzed and explained the constitution to 

voters

“Nothing is more certain than the indispensable 
necessity of government, and it is equally 
undeniable, that whenever and however it is 
instituted, the people must cede to it some of 
their natural rights in order to vest it with 
requisite powers.” (Federalist No. 2)



� Published “Letters from the Federal Farmer” to explain that they 
believed individual freedoms needed to be protected

January 31, 1788, Brutus noted the apparently unlimited power of the 
Supreme Court:

They will give the sense of every article of the constitution, that may from 
time to time come before them. And in their decisions they will not 
confine themselves to any fixed or established rules, but will determine, 
according to what appears to them, the reason and spirit of the 
constitution. The opinions of the supreme court, whatever they may be, 
will have the force of law; because there is no power provided in the 
constitution, that can correct their errors, or control their adjudications. 
From this court there is no appeal. And I conceive the legislature 
themselves, cannot set aside a judgment of this court, because they are 
authorised by the constitution to decide in the last resort. 



The compromise…





� Written by James Madison
� Madison submitted 17 amendments; 

Congress reduced number to 12
� By Dec 15, 1791, enough  states had 

ratified 10 amendments to make 
them apart of the Constitution.

� First Amendment guarantees 
“freedom of expression”

� Second and Third Amendments 
protect against military control

� Fourth through Eighth Amendments 
assure due process of law

� Ninth and Tenth Amendments 
protect popular control over 
government

James Madison 



All 13 states eventually ratify



� So far, all 
amendments have 
been proposed by 
option #1

� All but the 21st

amendment have 
been approved via 
option #1

� More than 11,000 
amendments have 
been introduced but 
only 33 have been 
sent to states for 
ratification and only 
27 have been 
ratified. 

(290 and 67) 

(34)

(38) 




