
1st Great Awakening:  focus were those who were already church members

2nd Great Awakening: reached out to people who were not Christians, including  slaves & Native Americans. 

early 1800-1840s



circuit riders 



Revival meetings often took place in camp services that lasted several days, with 

multiple preachers.



2nd Great Awakening inspired a wave of social activism that included …

• and, the abolition of . . . 

• fighting  alcohol abuse

• caring for the handicapped and mentally ill

• efforts to reform prisons









Took 1-5 months, depending on weather.















“The negroes were examined with as little consideration 
as if they had been brutes indeed; the buyers pulling 
their mouths open to see their teeth, pinching their 
limbs to find how muscular they were, walking them up 
and down to detect any signs of lameness, making 
them stoop and bend in different ways that they might 
be certain there was no concealed rupture or wound; 
and in addition to all this treatment, asking them scores 
of questions relative to their qualifications and 
accomplishments.”

—description of a slave auction, New York Tribune, March 
9, 1859





Read Slave Laws



What was slavery a Southern institution?



NORTH SOUTH

�Manufacturing 

�Feared if slavery 

existed in the 

North, jobs would 

be threatened.

�Agriculture

�Work was labor 

intensive  so 

slavery made 

production much 

more profitable





By 1840, cotton was exported more than 

all other major products…combined.



In 1793, Eli Whitney invented the cotton gin, a machine that 

reduced the amount of time and work required to remove seeds 
from cotton. This lead to a rise in the cotton crop.



By 1860, the institution of slavery was more profitable than banks, 

factories and railroads… combined.



Read Secondary Sources on Slaves and 

Field/Domestic Work.





What did slaves do to resist against their 

oppression?



“The slaves who labored in the fields destroyed 
tools and crops and sometimes tried to poison
master and overseer. They set so many fires 
that some companies refused to insure homes 
in the slave states. The slaves pretended to be 
lame, sick, blind, or insane and they often 
pretended stupidity or clumsiness to avoid 
work.”

—William Loren Katz, Eyewitness: The Negro in 
American History, 1974



(1830-1860) 



Each year during the 1850s, about a thousand slaves escaped into the North, 
Canada, and Mexico. One famous escaped slave, Harriet Tubman, made 

nineteen dangerous trips back into slave territory, helping slaves escape on the 
Underground Railroad. She told them, “You’ll be free or die.”







In Virginia, in the summer of 1831, a slave name Nat Turner led about seventy-five 
followers on a rampage from plantation to plantation. They murdered at least fifty-

five whites. As their ammunition ran out, they were captured. Turner and others 
were hanged. 




