PPT: The 3 C’s of the 1950s
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THE G.I. BILL

> $ for returning vets. To get vocational training, go to
college, buy homes, etc.

> Helps send more Americans to college than ever before.

> Helps more Americans own homes than ever before.







U.S. Birth Rate, 1931-1970
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1931- 1936- 1941- 1946- 195)- 1956- 1961- 1966-
1935 1940 | 945 1950 1?55 | 960 1965 1970

Year

1957 > 1 baby born every 7 seconds




Automation:

1947-1957 > factory workers decreased by 4.3%,
eliminating 1.5 million blue-collar jobs.

By 1956 > more white-collar than blue-collar jobs

Corporate Consolidation:

By 1960 > 600 corporations (1/2% of all U. S. companies)
accounted for 53% of total corporate income.

WHY?? Cold War military buildup.




Advancements in medicine add to a sense of hope.










- What was the “American Dream”

for peoplein the 19503?/*
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An emphasis on family values.

HOMEMAKERS

AUGUST 1951
35 CENTS
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"[ pledge allegiance to the flag of the United

States of America and to the republic for
which it stands, one nation, indivisible, with

liberty and justice for all."




"[ pledge allegiance to the flag of the United

States of America and to the republic for

which it stands, one nation :
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all."
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Advertisers
capitalized on the
new consumerism.




Even Junier likes to do the dishes with

RISHMASTER
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_ When Your stomach’s feelinq dismal
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— take soothing Pepto-Bismol !
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Swanson TV pDinners

- . o .







Smoke for
Pleasure 77y
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THE SOCIABLES prefer Pepsi




Is America still a
/ AL 3 consumer society?
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By the end of the decade, 75% of families owned at least one car.




Car registrations: 1945 - 25,000,000
1960 > 60,000,000

2-family cars doubles from 1951-1958

1958 Pink Cadillac 1959 Chevy Corvette

1956 > - largest public
works project in American history!

Cost $32 billion.
41,000 miles of new highways built.



THIS IS THE FIRST PROJECT
IN THE UNITED STATES

COMPLETED UNDER PROVISIONS OF THE NEW |

| FEDERAL AID HIGHWAY ACT or 1956 |

EIGHT MILES CONCRETE PAYEMENT ON US-40
INTERSTATE ROUTE NO.1

STATE HIGHWAY COMMISSION OF KANSAS




Howard
Johnson's
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First McDonald's
(1955)

Drive-In
Movies
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1955 > Disneyland opened in Southern California.
40% of the guests came from outside California, most by car

Frontier Land Tomorrow Land



s, 1950

e By the end of the decade, 62% of families owned their homes
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Levittown, L. L.: “The American Dream"
1949 > William Levitt produced 150 houses per week.

Price: $10,990 $67 A MONTH

NO CAS5H REQUIRED FROM VETERANS

By 1960 > 1/3 of the U. S. population in the suburbs.



SHIFTS IN POPULATION

DISTRIBUTION,
1940-1970
Central Cities 31.6% 32.3% 32.6% 32.0%
Suburbs 19.5% 23.8% 30.7% 41.6%
Rural Areas/ 48 9% 43.9% 36.7% 26.4%

Small Towns

U. S. Bureau of the Census.



Leave It
to Beaver

1957-1963

The Donna
i 4 Reed Show
| . Lak] 1958-1966

Father Knows Best NG
1954-1958 The Ozzie & Harriet Show

1952-1966



Little Boxes
by Malvina Reynolds

Little boxes, on the hillside, little boxes
made of ticky tacky

Little boxes, on the hillside, little boxes
all the same.

There's a pink one, and a green one, and
a blue one, and a yellow one,

And they're all made out of ticky tacky and
they all look just the same.

And the people in the houses all went to
the university

Where they were put in boxes, and they
came out all the same.

And there’s doctors and lawyers and
business executives

And they're all made out of ticky tacky and
they all look just the same.

And they all play on the golf course and
drink their martinis dry,

And they all have pretty children and the
children go to school.

And the children go to summer camp and
then to the university

Where they are put in boxes and they
come out all the same.

And the boys go into business and marry
and raise a family

In boxes made of ticky tacky, and they
all look just the same.

There’s a pink one, and a green one, and a
blue one, and a yellow one,

And they're all made out of ticky tacky and
they all look just the same.

What is the songwriter’s point of view about the
lifestyle of the people in the song?
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What were women’s roles in the 1950s?




Housekeeping Monthly 13 May 1955
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* Have dinner ready. Plan ahead, even the night before, to have & deliclous

meal ready, on time for his return. This is a way of letting him know that you
hw;hun'h abouthlmmduiulgnumedlhoglmnuds.ldmmm
ure en come home and the prospect of & medl

(espﬂhh favourite dish) is part of the warm mmmeeded.

'Pupm_gomu.melﬁminmummwmﬁbudmhedmnhc
arrives. Touch up your make-up, put a ribben in your hair and be fresh-
looking. He hu"hmbeenwuhnlot of work-weary peopl

* Be a little gay and a little more in for him. His bo noed
a lift and one of your dutles is to provide it. " oy oy

® Clear away the clutter. Make one last trip through the main of the house
Just before your husband arrives. ugh part

Aoyrlaing Archves

Housekeeping Monthly 13 May 1955

L] Eﬁhrupnhoﬂbwh.mmﬂmwmmmnlmm“um
1=

tmerunmkrmnuuofw;;w should prepare and light a fire for
him to unwind by. Your husband will fee] he has reached a haven of rest and
order, and it you a lift too. After ull, catering for his comfort will

provide you with personal satisfaction.

® Prepare the children. Take a few minutes to wash thé children’s hands and
faces (If they are amall), comb their hair and, i necessary, their
clothes. They are little treasures and he would like o see them p the
part. Minimise all noise. At the time of his arriva), eliminate all nolse ofthe
washer, dryer or vacuum. Try to encourige the children to be quiet. |

* Be happy to see him.
. ﬁ:ﬂhlrmﬂlhnmmumﬂemdﬂwﬂnuriwinwurduhmplm
® Listen to him. You may have a dozen important things to tell him, but the

moment of his arvival is not the time. Let him talk first - remember, his
topics of conversation are more important than yours.

# Make the evening his. Never lain If he comes home late or goes oul to
dinner, or other places of without you. Instead, by to
understand his world of strain and pressure and his very real need to be ot

home and relax,

# Your goal: Try to make sure your home is a place of peace, order and
mmummwmmlﬂmeﬂmwyuﬂmht

# Don't greet him with complaints und problems.

& Don't complain if he's late home for dinner or even if Ne stays out all night.
Count this as minor compared to what he might have gone through that day.

& Make him comfortabie. Have him lean back in a comfortable chalr or have
him e down in the bedroom. Have a cool or warm drink ready for him.

. his pillow and offer to take off his shoes. Speak in a low, soothing
300 pleaesat voce.

* Don't ask him questions about his actions or question his judgment or
integrity. Remember, he is the master of the house ind as such will niways

' mmmuﬂmtﬂmmwmvmmwmmm
question him,

b A good wife always knows her place.




Dr. Benjamin Spock

Wrote influential book on
child care: Baby and
Child Care.

[ S8 wiNNER OF THE 20t ANNUAL SPECIAL
: PﬁREHTS MAGAZINE AWARD 3 5

Said that a woman’s chief | L, sensamin spock m. b,
responsibility is to be a |
mother.

Must put the child’s needs
before her own.

LOtS Of pressure on R GO S U A R RS
women.



How were women portrayed in the media?
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* RECIPES
* INSTRUCTIONS
«* TIME TABLES




TELLS YOU
WHAT FOOD
WRAP IS BESTI






AMERICAN WOMEN GAIN A ZILLION CAREFREE HOURS
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You mean a woman can open it ?
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THE YEAR'S MOST
CONTROVERSIAL
BESTSELLER

BETTY FRIEDAN

“The book we have been waiting for
... the wisest, sanest, soundest, most
understanding and compassionate
treatment of contemporary American

woman's greatest problem...a triumph.”
—ASH " JNT i

SHLEY MONTAGU




