




�The 20s will be characterized by economic success, 
general prosperity, and changing cultural values

�At the end of the 1920s the US was producing 40% of 
the world’s manufactured goods



DVD: 20th Century:  Turning Points in U.S. History

1909-Ford Introduces the Model T

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=VGWeQ2kIPKY





�Henry Ford 
� introduced the moving 

production line, an 
innovation that made it 
possible to assemble his 
car in 93 minutes stead of 
the 14 hours it had taken 
before. 

�By 1925, an auto rolled off 
the Ford assembly line 
every 10 seconds. 

� Mass production meant skilled jobs go broken down 

into their most basic operations. The assembly line 

increased production and profits, raised the wages of 

laborers, and provided jobs for thousands of people in 

need of work, but it also threatened to turn workers into 

machines. 





Taylor's four principles are as follows:

1. Use the scientific method to study 

work and determine the most 

efficient way to perform specific 

tasks.

2. Rather than simply assign workers 

to just any job, match workers to 

their jobs based on capability and 

motivation, and train them to work 

at maximum efficiency.

3. Monitor worker performance, and 

provide instructions and 

supervision to ensure that they're 

using the most efficient ways of 

working.

4. Allocate the work between 

managers and workers so that the 

managers spend their time 

planning and training, allowing the 

workers to perform their tasks 

efficiently.



�The price of the Model T drops from $850 in 1909 
to $260 in the 1920s



Two popularity 
factors:

�1) Cost—low price, 
very affordable: 
Model T $290;

�2) Consumer 
Credit—75% of all 
automobile 
purchases were on 
installment plan



� Items such as: radios, 
refrigerators, telephones, 
vacuums, and toasters all 
became cheaper & made life 
easier

� Plastics & synthetic materials 
(both of which had been 
developed during the war) also 
became prominate in society 
and made life easier

� It was this extra time that 
allowed many people to enjoy 
leisure activities such as 
listening to the radio, seeing a 
movie, going to sporting 
events, listening to new music, 
or maybe visiting a speak easy



�The availability and 
cheap prices of almost 
everything led to 
advertising.

�This becomes the rise 
of a consumer culture
in the USA

�For the first time people 
had the ability to buy 
on credit or on an 
installment plan



CONSUMER GOODS, ADVERTISING, & CREDIT








